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First Skirmish near Princeton., Effect of British Bayonets. Dispersion of the Americans, Washington on the Field
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lutions, endeavored to get possession of the high ground on the right, toward Princeton, and
westward of the house of William Clark. Mercer, with his troops, soon reached the house
and orchards of Clark, a lhttle
eastward of the present turnpike,
when, perceiving the British line
approaching from the opposite side
of the height, he pushed through
the orchard to a hedge fence,
from behind which his riflemen
discharged a deadly wvolley. It
was quickly returned by the ene-
my, who instantly charced. The
Americans were armed only with
riffes, and could not withstand the
furious attack of British bayonets.
After the third fire, they aban-
doned the fence, broke, and fled
in disorder. The enemy pursued
the flying patriots until they came
to the brow of the slope, near
Clark’s, when, for the first time,
they discovered the American eol-
umn of reesulars, and the Penn-
sylvania militia, commanded by
Washington 1n person, advaneing
to the support of Mercer. The
flying Americans were checked
and speedily arranged in battle
order. Captain Moulder's artil-
lery formed in battery on the right
of Thomas Clark's house, about
a quarter of a mule south of the
scene of the first conflict. Maw-
hood discovered the commanding
form of Washington passing from
column to column, and bringing
order out of confusion. He imme-
diately ceased pursuit, and, draw- —

ing up his artillery, attempted to charge and take Moulder’s battery. The effort was vain.
Being dreadfully galled by the grape-shot of the patriots, and perceiving Hitcheoek’s and an-
other Continental regiment advancig from behind the American column, Mawhood wheeled,
and retreated toward the high ground in the rear, leaving his artillery upon the field. These
the Americans were unable to ecarry off, on account of a want of horses. The action con-

Note.—This plan of the battle of Prineeton I copied [rom a laroe drawing in the library of Princeton
College, made from surveys by Professor Albert B. Dod, and drawn by W, A. Dod and S. B. Alexander.
E.tpf-rmr:!rrm af the Pq}"ﬂfﬂrrw——ﬂ head of the Amcrmun column when first seen by the British; &, head
of eoluomn alter "'nIer:*c*r's engagement ; o, retreat of the British; *#%, pursuit of the Americans; 1, Qua-
ker meeting-house ; 2, Clark’s house, ulmre Mercer died; 3, 4, the British seventeenth regiment; 5, 6
Mereer imgmmug the battle; 7. B, lhe sevanteenth nnﬂmptmrr to dislodoe Maulder; 9, 0, Penn-:}l"ﬂnm
militia under Washington ; 11 }luuhentk s regiment ; 13, display ot {mntmenluls 14, Nassau Hall, or
Princeton College, in the x-lhuu- 15, Richard Stockton’s rea.ulnnrp and f‘ﬂrnwall:ss head -quarters for a
time ; 16, Worth’s Mill, on Stony Erunk 17, Millett’s, the punlnnn of the seventeenth regiment at sun-
rise; 18, the fortieth and filty-filth regiments of the British retreating, after the action, tow ard Rocky Hill.
The rail-w ay station is seen upon the Delaware and Raritan Canal, sontheast of Princeton village



