Princeton University Library
Department of Rare Books and Special Collections

VICTORIAN BINDINGS

The Robert F. Metzdorf Collection
Location designator: ExMe

About 700 volumes, the first gift of which was in 1961-62. For particulars refer to:
Robert F. Metzdorf, "Victorian Book Decoration” in the Princeton University Library
Chronicle XXI1V, 2 (Winter, 1963) pp. 91-99 [ full text].

Also see: Princeton University Library Chronicle XXXI1, 3 (Spring, 1971) p. 187 [full
text], describing 25 additional examples of English, Scottish, and American cloth
bindings of the latter half of the 19th century added to the collection.

The following 190 pages are scans of Robert Metzdorf’'s handwritten notes describing the books in the
collection. Here's is a typical description:
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Transcription:

Bible. O.T. Ecclesiastes. English. 1849.

The Preacher. Lond: Longman & Co., 1849.

Press wood-pulp (papier- maché) in an elaborate design; a.e.g.; patterned end-leaves.
[llum. by Owen Jones.

Bound by Remmant, Edmonds, & Remmant (stamped)

Loose in casing.

One of the most famous books of its kind.


http://libweb5.princeton.edu/visual_materials/pulc/pulc_v_24_n_2.pdf
http://libweb5.princeton.edu/visual_materials/pulc/pulc_v_32_n_3.pdf
http://libweb5.princeton.edu/visual_materials/pulc/pulc_v_32_n_3.pdf
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e group of] six |ornately gilt~stamped bindings executed
by the firm of Benjamin Bradley between 1847 amd 1850.

each volume bears the seal "i‘rom Bradley's"” blind-stamped
in the upper-right hand corner of the fromt flyleaf.

"The first bindery to specialize in eloth work, and hence
the first edition bindery of which we have any definite
knowl edge, was that established by Benjamin Bradley in
Boston in 1832... As one of the pioneers in edition
binding, Bradley bound all of the publications of
Ticknor and Fieldsj Philips, Sempson and Company; and
Crosby and Nichols, and did some of the binding for D.
Appleton and Compeny of New York prior to the establish-
ment of their bindery in 1854." Joseph W. Rogers, "The
Rise of American Edition Binding," in Bookbinding in
America, Portland, 1941, pp. 179-80.

G. A. Starr 298—C Halsey Street Princeton, N.J.
(see next sli/p)

LONGFELLOW, Henry Wadsworth (1807-82)
THE SEASIDE AND THE FIRESIIE. Boston, 1850

let edition. lacks adverts.
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HempHill, W.D., photographer.
The abbeys, castles, and scenery of Clonmel, by W.D. Hemphill. [(binding
title on front cover.] )

Stereoscopic views of Newtoen Anner, with short text prefixed. Pre-
sentation inscription to Miss Osborne, from Hemphill, Clonmel, 17 Jan.
1861. The illustrations, within printed frames, have small printed
rubrics below. The rest of the architectural wonders of Clonmel
must have appeared in another volume, of which this is an excerpte

Bound in a moet unusual green striated cloth, grained in a wave
pattern; the covers are heavily embossed with plaque stamping in gold,
in an intricate knotwork design. Title in center of fromt cover and
on spine (reading up.)

This is probably a unique item, prepared for presentation by the
photographer.
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ROBERT F. METZDORF

Smith, Richard Henry, jr.

Expositions of the cartoons of Raphael...lllustrated by photographs,
printed by Negretti and Zambra.
London: James Nisbet, 186g. |
Bound in pxxpiwxmm lilac morocco-grained cloth, bewelled edges, stamped
blind and gold, with plaque initialled "QgN®
Seven photographs. (, .
Vf oL/
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ROBERT F. METZDORF

[Wordswprth, William])

Our English lakes, mountains, and waterfalls, as seen by William
Wordsworth. Photographically illustratedese..

London: A.W. Bennett, 186k,

Bound in royal blue morocco-irained cloth, blocked in blind and
gold to a design by J.L. (John leighton); edges bevelled; all edges
gilt. With Westley's ticket at end,

One of the most elaborate of Bennett's publications; copies were
jssued in other colors of cloth, and in leather: see examples in this
collection.
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[(Wprdsworth, William)

Our English lakeS...
London: A.W. Bennett, 186k,
Bound in g@reen morocco-frained cloth, blocked in blind and gold

to a design by J.L. (John Leighton); edges bevelled; all edges gilt.
With Westley's ticket at end.

See note on pilot copy in blue,

White, Henry Kirke. The Poetical and

Prose Works. Edinburgh tand, London,

Gall & Inglis (n.d.j.

Brown dlagonaltfine-ribbed YdEh cloth,
the front cover (with a W@rdgY¥ mandorla in
cream,gold, and green in the center) and the
spine blocked in gold and black, the back cover
blecked in blind, all @iges gllt.
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Thomson, James. The Poetical Works. Chicago,
Belford, Clarke (n.d.;. Blue diagonal fine-ribbed
cloth, the front cover and spine blocked in gold
and black all edges gilt.
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Shelley, Percy Bysshe. The Complete Poetical

Works. The text carefully revised by William

Michael Rossetti. New York, Thomas Y. Urowell
C

£ & Co. (n.d.y. Brown diagonal fine-ribbed

cloth, the front cover and spine blocked in

gold and black, all edges gilt.
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Hine, E. Curtiss. The Haunted Barque, and
Other Poems. Auburn, J. C. P¢B¥y Derby &
Co., 1848. Dark maroon vertical fine-ribbed
cloth, with a design blocked in blind on both
covers and with light-colored stripes running
horizontally across covers and spine.
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HemgnsLongon, GaT?e Poetical Works. Edinburgh

& Inglis (n.d.;. Red
diagonal fine-ribbed cloth, with an elaborate
design on front cover (surrounding a sunken
mandorla) and spine in gold, green, and black,
the back cover blocked in blind, all edges
gilt.
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Coleridge, Samuel Taylor. The Poetical Works. New
York, Hurst & Company (n.d.;. Green diagonal fine-
ribbed cloth, the front cover and spine blocked in
gold and maroon, with a design oW of pfnk flowers
on the front cover and white flowers on the spine,
all edges gilt.
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Boyesen, H. H. The Modern Vikings. New York, Charles
Scribner's Sons, 1887. Brown smooth cloth, with a
design on front cover and spine in black and aluminum.
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é&adalbane, Lady Alma, and Herbert Gardner

The fairy wood. A children's masque...

(Eondon]: Pr. Pr, ("dedicated to the dear boys of the Home at
Kenmore'") [1883]

Red morocco, bound to order, with blind fillets, front cover golad
tolled with authors' initials, tltle, and date.

A copy of the printed program is mounted at the front. Inscribed
by Lady Breadalbane to Ivan Campbell.
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Jessie A.H. Muir., Diary. London, p.p., 1886, f

Bound in blue and white figured velvet; Leadenhall i
Press, with special illustrations,

Diary of a trip around the world, with special
emphasis on Japane.

This 1s a cultural artifact of the '80s--the blue=-
and-white china period, when Japanese culture becams
a rage in England and on the Continent. The book
reflects all these cmrrents of contemporary interest,
and is of sociological and artistic importancs,
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Hall, Mr. and Mrs. S. C. The Book of the
Thames, from Its Rise to its Fall. London,
Arthur Hall, Virtue, and Co., 1859. Green
morocco cloth with an elaborate design¥%on
front cover (repeated on back cover) and on
splne dn gold)by John Leighton, all edges
gilt.
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RBeade, Charles. The Cloister and the Hearth.
New York and Boston, Thomas Y. Crowell &

Co. gn.d.;. Green diagonal fine-ribbed cloth,
blocked in gold, top edge gilt.
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Miller, Thomas. All Round the Year. London
and Edinburgh, W. & R. Chambers (n.d.;.

Brown smooth cloth, the front cover and spine
blocked in gold and black, the back cover
blocked in blind, all edges gilt.

’d’@"
ggigdigh, George. Diana ¢¥ of the Crossways.
Chicagc and New York, Rand, McNally & Company
(n.d.,. Dark blue net-grain cloth, with an
art nouveau design on front cover and spine
in two shades of lighter blue and gold, top
edge gilt.
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oems ond ’
Mapooy per ndon, Elizabeth Good, 1862.

P -grain cloth, blocked in gold, all edges
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Newcombe, S. Prout. Pleasant Pages for
Young People. Thirty-fifth thousand.
London, Houlston and Sons, 1878. Blue
bead-grain cloth, the front cover and
spine blocked in gold and blind, the back
cover blocked in blind.
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ation Stories. For Boys. By Popular American
ziihors. Boston, D. Lothrop and Company cl8775.
Green diagonal fine- ribbed cloth, the front iovizer
and spine blocked in gold and black the bac cf
blocked in blind, with a colored 111ustration o] ,
a small boy in winter garb mounted on front cover.
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