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AN EXPLANATION

Never has as much literature been

ERNEST POOLE °02

An Honest Realist From New York.

BOOTH TARKINGTON °93

The Gifted Gentleman From Indiana.

Of all of Princeton’s novelists, Ernest | three plays of his were produced, two in grodu}fed as ét the prc::sent time; never
Poole ‘o2 and Booth Tarkington '93!New York:None So Blind and A Man's 'A;;S the reading public been so large.
-stand, without much question, at the top.! Friends. A third play, Take Your Med-| most

.. . . . . . U'writers are colle ates ; .
Each has been accorded the honor i |icine, which was written with Harriet iters are coll ge gradu ; espec ) )
ially in the last few years an increas- | carecr has been a long triumph of public

ing number of brilliant young men | approval beginning with The Gentleman

Best known of Princeton's fiction [campus singing the songs for which he

writers and rauking among the first in hecame famous at Senior Singing later,’

witho 1 in di
ut where his solos were so much in demand.

exception these.

the country is Booth Tarkington '93. His .
A class-mate has written the following
one year of having written the best|Ford, had a run on the road and ended poem about him since Tarkington's grad-

American novel of that year ; the works|in Boston. wation from Princeton:

have gone into literary work i if they | From Indiana in 1809 and reaching such
will only be truthful and profound as|high spots as Monsicur Beaucaire, that
‘well as brilliant, all will be well. short story of French and English no-
The PRINCETONIAN is pubishing | hility told with such exquisite artistry
book with a fresh and stirring realism|this literary review in order to revealland charm, and The Magnificent Amber-

of each are known in other lands be-
In his best-known book,

“The same old Tark—just watch him shy
Like hunted thing, and hide. if let,
Away behind his cigarette

In 1913 Mr. Poole started his novel,
sides America.

The Harbor, Mr. Poole has drawn from

The Harbor, which he finished in a year

and a half. To many this is his greatest

his own experienté at Princeton to some When “Damny Deever” is the cry.

extent to form the basis for the college
experiences mentioned in the story. In
his undergraduate days he wag better
acquainted with the library than were
most of hig classmates. A frequent
browser among books, he was to find this
habit of considerable use later.  Ar
Princeton he was a member of Cap and
Gown Club.

The story of Mr. Poole's career is an

that saw the big things as well as the
His powerful de-
scription of the strike of the dock-men

petty things in life.

is one of those *passages which, once
read, can not be easily forgotten.

In the autumn of 1914 Mr. Poole went
to Berlin as a correspondent, and from

there to the Eastern Front and later

Army—writing articles for the Saturday
Ewening Post, Everybody's, and other
periodicals. In 1916 his novel, His
Family, took the Pulitzer Prize for the
best American novel of the year; and
this was followed two years later by
His Second [Vife.
Poole went again to Russia for the Saf-

In the meantime Ar.

urday Ewvening Post where he wrote a

series of articles dealing with the life

{
i

in the Russian villages during the first

months of the Revolution ; these were

down into France with the .Bavarian

to-day.

‘writing ;

cluded.

Magnificent Ambersons ”;

Horizon.”

Princeton’s part in the fields of fiction | sons which brought him the highest
In this supplement are in-|award given in America to a novelist—
cluded those Princeton men, now liv- | the Joseph H. Pulitzer Prize of 1918 for
ing, who have done n’oticeablif good {the best American novel of the year,

work in poetry, short stories, or novel-
because of lack of space,| Princeton men or literary men anywhere.
‘authors of non-fiction have been ex-, The attractiveness and modesty of his

A brief summary of the work herein |know him.
‘described is interesting. In the last|Purdue University in 1891, his remarka-
few years, the honor of having written | ble versatility and
the best American novel of the year jdrawing, singing, and acting made him
‘has twice gone to Princeton mien : to|one of the leading memberg of his class
Booth Tarkington 93 in 7918 for “The ' He was elected to the Lit, his first story
to Ernest ! winning the annual Lit prize; his humor-
Poole ‘o2 in 1916 for “His Family.” |ous skeiches and drawings secured him a
Twice a similar honor has been ac-!position on the Tiger; he became art
‘corded to two Princeton writers of]editor of the Bric-n-Brac. Having con-
plays : to Jesse Lynch Williams ’gziqiﬁered most of the college literary and
for his play “Why Marry?” i, to Eartistic fields he turned to others. Blessed

Eugene O'Neill 10 for his pI%r“‘ B&‘

“Tark” mneeds little introducticn to

personality are attested fo by -all who
Entering Princeton from

talent in writing,

with a good voice, he “made” the choir |

Keep up the call and by and by

We'll make him sing, and find he’s yet
The same old Tark.”

His firgt few years after college were
spent “fussin’ with literachoor™ as he
called it.

state legislature but revolted agaihst

He was once elected to the

party loyalty; his political campaigﬁ
caused much comment and he tells this

story about himself:

published later in a book called The{yond the
Dark Pcople.
New York and directed the Mail Divis- | American short story was awarded to | He was one of the authors of Julius

In 1g20 ‘the 'and Glee Club, became a member of the |

In 1918 he returned tc{O’Henry Memorial Prize for the best Triangle Show and later its president.

jon of the Government Foreign Press| Maxwell Struthers Burt ‘o4 for “ Each i Cacsar as given in the Golden Nineties,
Bureau, which was fighting enemy prop- |in His Generation,” and three other |and took the part of Cassius.

aganda in some 33 other countries. After | Princeton men were included in thei Despite all these activities he still

e

!

Ernest Poole ‘02

interesting chronicle of what one man
hag done. To read of it is to acquire
the feeling of wanderlust which is more
or less dormant in every man. His
books are real because the writer has
seen the things which he is describing.
Upon graduation in 1902 Mr., Poole went
to live at the University Settlement
down on the lower East Side of New
York and begimming that autumn he
published in McClure's, Collier's, and
other periodicals; articles and sketches
dealing with tenement life in New York
and also with labor conditions in Chicago
where lLe was publicity agent for the
strikers in the big stock-yards strike of
1904. He then went to Russia as cor-
respondent' for the Qutlook during the
attempted revolution towards the end of
th. Russo-Japanese war and wrote arti-
from all parts of

cles and stories

Lurope. During the next three vears

the war he sgettled down to 18 months
work on Zlind which appeared in the
fall of 1920. His most recent book is

Beggars’ Gold which deals to some ex-

(Continued on Page Three?

(Continued on Page Three)

O’Henry collection of ths best “meri-| found time for the friendly “bicker”
‘can short stories for that yée;;': F.
‘'Scott Pitzgerald ’17, L. H. Robbins | life. One of the popular tales told of
08 and Stephen French Whitman ’o1. | him was that on moon-lit summer nights

at midnight he would wander about the

Laureate.

HENRY VAN DYKE 73, PRINCETON’S MOST
DISTINGUISHED MAN OF LETTERS.

Of the Alumni oi Princeton who have achieved success in the ]itcfary world, none is better known than Henry van
Dyke "73. One of the four best living English authors. as iz was rarfkcd in a straw vote recently taken by an’eastern
magazine, has produced in all 42 books of poetry and prose. wirich have ‘zfgained for him world-wide recognitior. :

Few men have graduated irom Princeton within the last twenty yeag’s without carrying with them a vivid memory of Dr.
van Dyke, gained through contact with him as a professor in the class foom. as a distinguished lecturer and diplomat, as a
preacher, or as a kindly and sympathetic friend. Few visitors leave Princeton without seeing Henry van Dyke’s home,
“Avalon, with big friendly trees around it, and an ancient garden behind it. and memories of the American Revolution built
into its walls. and the gray towers of Princeton University just beyend the tree teps . .. .. !
While an undergraduate Dr. van Dyke was interested in speaking and writing, and won prizes in Clio Hall for essays
and declamations. He was Junior orator, and class-day speaker at his Commencement. H ¢ also received the 1859 Prize in
English Literature, ard was awarded honors by the Faculty in belles-lettres.
In 1884 was published Henry van Dyke’s first book, The Reality of Religion. After several other volumes had appeared
came The Poetry of Tenndson, significant as an indication <f his constant affection for and keen appreciation of the Poet
Since that time Dr. van Dyke

JESSE LYNCH WILLIAMS ’92

Winner of the Pulitzer Prize-for the
Best American Play

in 1917

At least a third of the men who enter
Princeton have probably seen the little
hook called Princeton Stories, written
by Jesse Lynch Williams "9z, which gives
as clear and vivid a picture of Princeton
life and its atmosphere as any pen has
done— and there ig no harder thing to
do. Williams was in the class immedi-
ately ahead of Booth Tarkington with a
very similar career
prize offered in the Lif for the best short
story as Tarkington did the year fol-
Jowing, and was later awarded the Jos-
eph-H. Pulitzer Prize for Hhy M arry?,
the best play written and produced in
t917; (Tarkington has won a similar
honor with a novel.) He wasa member

He won the annual

has written nearly two books a year, and
has also been the editor of three series of
works, The Gateway Series of Englisk
Texts, Select Pocms of Tennyson, and Lit-
tle Masterpicces of English Poctry.

A quotation from The Pathless Profes-
sion, one of the essays of the collection pub-
lished in 1920 by Scribner‘sb Sons under the
title of Camp Fires and Guide Posts, best
illustrates Henry van Dyke's charm of style
and his message to young authors:

<1 think it was Byron who said something
like this: ‘The moment in which a poem is
conceived is one of infinite pleasure, the

hours in which it is brought forth are full

mystery in 1t, after all
“From Shakespeare’s deepest tragedy t

(Coniinued on Page Three)
I

Henry van Dyke 73

and seldom leads to happiness, usefulness, or greatness. Literature has been made by men and women who become writers
because they had something to say and took the necessary pains to learn how to say it.
“But how did thiz happen to these men and women? What hrought them to this happy pass where their inward call to

self-expression was confirmed by the outward power to interest readers? Who can tell?

o Kipling's most rattling ditty, from Wordsworth's loftiest ode to Dobson's light-
est lyric, from Victor Hugo's biggest romance to De Maupas sant’s briefest tale, irom Plato's profoundest dialogue to Ches~
terton’s ‘most paradoxical monologue, from George Elot's Remela to Miss Alcott’s Liitle 1Fomen, every bit of literature,
great or smal], has a measure of magic in it, and ultimately is no more explicable than life itseli.”

“ance; and the reward Hes in the production

of the pains of labor. Of course I do not
mean to deny that the author’s vocation has
its own inward delight and its own exceed-
ing great reward. The delight lies in the
conception of something that craves utter-

of something that goes out alive into thel:

world. - A true call to the vocation of- lit-
erature is both inward and outward; a
strong desire of seli-expression, and a
proved power of communicating thought
and feeling through the written word.

“The wish to write merely for the sake
of being a writer, if I may so describe a

vague ambition which vexes many young

persons, is rather a small and futile thing,

%It looks simple. And no doubt there is a certain element of simplicity in the necessary processes of learning to spell,

to construct sentences. to use words correctly, to develop plots. to recognize rhymes, and fo observe metres. But there is a

whicii is s0 plkasant-a port of rcoflege!

Booth Tarkington g3

“Going to vote for Tarkington?”
“That actor fellow?2”

“Yes, that acrobat.”

“Sure, I'm going to vote fer him.
Jes' wanter see what the durn fool'l do!’
Tarkington hag never tried to be a
best-seller, nor has he sacrificed his ar-
tistic ideals for literary popularity. At
the same time he frankly writes for the
many rather than for the high-brow few;
and in so doing he has made the common
taste a medium for expressing better
things. It seems strange that one of hig

earliest plays, Monsicur Beaucaire,

should attain a delicacy and beauty
which his later writings never equalled;
it is perhaps, his most perfect work.
Penrod, Penrod and Sam, Sewventcen,
Ramsey Milholland, and Clarence ars
inimitable pictures of the American boy;
(Cantinued on Page Three)

HUGH M’NAIR KAHLER 04

'A Writer of Stories That Please, Who
Stumbled Into a Merited
Success.

Readers of the Saturday Evening Post
are quite familiar with the name of
Hugh McNair Kahler ‘o4 who has been
a steady contributor to that magazine
Mr. Kahler is
an example of a genius that began early.

for the last three years.

He did some magazine and newspaper
work before he came to Princeton and
continued the latter steadily during col-
lege, helping to put himself through.
After graduation he gave up writing
altogether for ten years when he stumb-
fed into it again almost by accident,
finding a ready market for a number of
stories he had written in college. Since
1916 he has done nothing but write and
since 1919 nearly all of his work has ap-

- (Continued on Page Three)
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“lege. were originally centered on the Lir,
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VAN TASSEL EL SUTPHEN °82 PRINCETON'S GREATEST SHORT STORY WRITER—MAXWELL STRUTHERS BURT ’04

An Exploiter of the Comedy of Golf Wmner of the O’Henry Prize in 1920,
and the Founder of
the Tiger.

In 1920 the O'Henry Memorial Prize

. “ior the best American short story of the
Mr. Suiphen has made the same hum- 107 the best American short story *

orous. philosophical study of golf a3 Ytar was awarded to Maxwell Seruth-

[T e e Jale o Bl ie 1T re
Tke Walton did of fishing : each saw the 5 Purt ‘og for his story Each 14” His
Althoueh | Goncraiion which appeared in Seribuer's
: yugh |

writing was only an avocation with him,

humau side to the sport.

Magesine. 1t was a signal honor. well-

he has written three novels and another merited. and one which might in some

is being published. His letter tells some- degree have Deen foretold, for r |
Burt's short stories since 1917 had al-!

thing of his literary past:

ready attracted a great deal of atten-

“My literary activities. while in col

fion. He has written no novels, but his

e e . verse stories ¢ been consistently
and in Senior year [ was elected to the | Verse and stories have he -

this

was too small a field for when my class-

s . P ing in Seribner narxed hy
editorial hoard.  But apparently, appearing in Scribner's, each marked |y

a fresh and vivid style. and an artistry

mate, the late Thomas Shields Clarke, | Which is more subtle than O'Henry and

suggested the establishment of a humor- | 01 greater fmish.

ous periodical on the lines of the Har-
vard Lampoon 1 embraced the idea with | 2110 some more verse,

Burt showed his ability in his lit-
He he-

came canaging editor of the Tiger

vast enthusiasm.
1882,
[ have just been looking over the ,
finished product, and I shudder to think ' editor of the Nassan Literary Magazine

And so, in the early| JMr.

spring of the Tiger came into' erary activities at Princeton.

being. . and

At present he is de-|

serting short stories to write a novel
= H

Who Believes That a Senae of Rhythm Is One of the Qualities Necessary to

Be Successful in Anything.

mn which he is working.

Poetry has twe bases;
and technical.

Rhythm iy universal
of life. For vears T have heen teachin g
people to ride horseback., The man who
jconscionsly  or  unconsciously  has
the man who hasn't can’t.  The same
thythin that anderlies horsemanship un-
derlies cvervthing from passing an ex-
jamination to running an airplane. The
same sense of rhivthm that makes a man
swing a hrassey correctly makes him (or
should make him. if he understands
what it means) love the correct swing
jof Drinkwater’s verse. 1f a man who
drives a motor car tells vou he has ‘no
use’ for poetry. or a poet tells vou that

he has ‘no use’ for motors, rest assured

that you~are either talking to an ignor-

[z 1z at the basis

Philosophical -

|

knowledge of rthythm can learn 1o ride

1

SeVEery vt of every

ciation of the subtle Tan stimple mediom fdction, canse and effect. and it enders into

moment of a4 man’s
lite.  The anrhythimic man is the man

who hits another without realizing

tha{ he will hit back: who gets drunk |
and doesn’t know it will mean a head-
ache. So un inkling of what rhythm
means iz the wost priceless and prac-
tical possession & man c¢an have.
Technically too much emphasis can-
not be laid upon the necessity of the
prose writer knowing poctry. Poetry
is condensed feeling expressed con-

densively. Furthermore, it is con-

densed expression put in accurate |
words.
blunders

wiiter

The novelist may make many !
and escape, the short-story

a few, but the finest line of

poetry is spoiled by one w rong word. Chamberlain ‘o2

Poetry teaches vou what to leave out

‘and how to say what vou leave i in, and |

cand afterwhile begin another.

how bad it all was.

Fortunately the and of the Bric-a-Brac.

He was a mem-

statute of limitations protects me from her of the Fortnightly Club, the Monday

criminal prosecution,

“After a few years of newspaper work

I
on the New York 1} orld T became cou—:
"the Triangle Show of 1903 and rgoy, and

nected with the editorial staff of Harper
and Brothers.
of Golf (then published by Harper’s) ‘I
had the good fortune to realize that

While acting as editor

there was a vast amount of human
nature in the practice of the ancient and
royal game, and T set myself to ex-
ploiting the comedy of golf through the
medium of fiction. The stories were
collected and published under the title
of The Golficide and Other Tales of the
Fair Green. As 1 had a virgin field (at
least in American literature) a certain
measure of success followed, and T was
encouraged to add a second volume of
golf tales: The Nincicenth Hole,

“But I wanted to write a novel. One

evening I went to a moving picture
show.
crowd of people embarking on a steam-
er. I noticed that one of the travellers

say it was a pretty crlrl——wa»

ing something to her
What

interesting,

cudm N, was it? Perhaps

something vitally so. Now
if I only possessed the art of lip reading,
as practiced by deaf and dumb persons,

(Continued on Page Four)

The picture was of real life: a;

Night Club, the Fiata-a Sophomore eat-
ing club, and in his upper-class years of
Cap and Gown. He wrote the book for
was chosen Class Prophet at Commence-

ment. His most striking success. after

graduation, has taken place in his short

lstories, of which he has published two

volumes, John O'May and Chance En-
counters.  He has been an excellent
teller of excellent tales: and one of the
reasons is his adherence to the doctrine
which he tells about in his article which
follows:

I wish that some way, somehow,
every yvoung American interested in
writing would for awhile interest
himself in the theory and writing of
The benefits

American prose would be incalculable.

verse. accrueing  to
One reason why the Oxiord graduate of
twenty-four can out-write the Princetorn
graduate of forty-four is hecanse the |

Oxford graduate has bheen trained as a!

poet. This is.not ‘high-hrowism®; it is

the sheerest kind of common sense.
I'rom studying and writing poetry a
man learns many things: and to learnp
them it is not at all necessary that he
write good poetry, so long as he works

with real interest and a growing appre-

ant motor car driver or poet. or else a

very bad motor car driver and poet.|learn. In short, since brevity malkes

Stars. constellations. crews, fiying-men. | for poignancy and poignancy makes
horsemen, motor-drivers, teachers, writ- | for good-taste and good-taste makes
are proficient or not|for good technique, the rarest instri-
in proportion to their sense of and love

of rhythm. ~

ers, cowpunchers,

ment ever devised for the study of
I'he man who has led a fine life ‘prose is the study of poetry.

has led a rhythmic one: for rhythm is In vour researches in poetry beware
nothing but eth and flow, action and re- the PEDANT and the PROPA-
GANDIST; the man who tells you no

good poetry has been written since

no good poetry was written before
Lowell.
‘and that is what we are talking about,

Amy Poetry—great poetry,
for there's no reason save a historical
or technical one why you should be in-
‘terested in anything else—great poetry
is simple. direct, exciting, and has the
most fundamental appeal ever devised
with the exception of music and danc-

ing. It has been written in every age,
and will be written in every age; it has

‘been contained in every known poetic

form from the jewel casket of the son-
1 ‘nett to the apple-basket of free-verse;
when you come across it you'll know it.
for it has never vet failed to appeal to
the heart and mind of the average intel-
ligent maun. since it brings heauty to his

sense of his own deepest emotions ; since,

by bringing heauty. it increases his con-

I Maxwell Struthers Burt 04

viction that his life is worth while,

Tennyson or the man who tells you'

l
{
|
i
i
:
|
|

l

J

that is the greatest lesson a writer can |

!

GEORGE A. CHAMBERLAIN *02

His Greatest Thrill in Writing Comes

from Lit Review,

"1 the

ured by

Writing game i3 to he meas-

thrills, | have to go back 23

vears to check up o my greatest re-
ward which occurred when | laid eves

on the PrinceroNtax for Mareh 14,

oo, That issue carried on its fropt

page an article by Professor George

MclLean Harper which began: ‘Have you
A Daughtcr of the Far South?

This is what men will he asking in 2

read
day or so. The author of this, the hest
story that has appeared in the Lit for
many a day, is Ar.
Freshiman.” Book reviews have made me
‘langh. weep, and gnash my teeth since
t]nt far- away morning, but none has
ever produced a like elation.

The first step in a literary career is
thus  sammarized by George Agnew
, another of Princeton’s
cwriters who were to make the begin-
ning of this century particularly pro-
duetive in literature by the sons of Old
Nassau. Mr. Chamberlain did not im-
mediately embark on the frasl frigate of
fiction, however. [From 1904 to 1919 he
was in the American Consular Service
m South America, and in 1906 he was u
special correspondent for the Associated
Press in the Third Pan-American Con-
ference at Rio de Janiero. His most
recent book Cobzeeh was published in
he has

1921 by Harper's; in addition

written short stories and articles on
South America and the following books:
Home, Through Stained Glass, John Bo-
gardus, 1 hite Man. Not All the King's
Horses. In commentnig on his work,
Mr. Chamberlain says:

“There are so many rocks along the
course of literature as a career that it
is difficult to pick which to chart shove
all others. From my individual experi-
The

only way to learn to write is to write—

ence, I choose the old stand-by:

and keep on writing! .4 Daughter of the
Far South was my first story and 11
years were to elapsé hefore T broke inte
public print with a hm@ﬁt-and—paid—for
piece of fiction. In 1013 the Century

Magazine advertised the publication of

Home.

mous novel since 7he Breadwinners,

as the most important anony-

“In the decade since Home appeared

(Continued on Page Three)

TARKINGTON PREFERS HAPPY ENDING

Natural American Novel Is Not Despdnding——But the Book and Its Con-!
struction Determine the Ending Anyway.

By Boorn Tarkixaron ‘g3

A “Victorian™

we say that is important, it's how we say it:

poet of some repute in s day said of writing:

but the fools don't know that” This

brusquerie hy an obsolete gentleman (name of Tennyson) has the slight merit o}

being true. and in the light it sheds one cannot easily imagine a working writer's

getting himself interested in a gaseous wrangle ahott the comparative merits of

the “happy” and “‘sad”

tests must ever be: assertion constructed of the air of the lun
Literature is not a science. and no one ever

other assertions of the same material.

endings of novels.

For gaseous and wrangling such con-

gs and set agains:

made a single law for it, or of it, that would stick.
There are some people much given to talking about novels who maintain

that a novel shouldn’t have an end at all.
up of thousands of incomplete impulses
nowhere.

ending.”

“Life is a flux,” they say:—"a flux made

and unfinished acts. little trails that lead

Therefore a novel. being a transcript of life, should rot have an

Probably they mean by this that the novelist would be rather pushing

things to kill all his fictitions people. like a classic dramatist. or to et them all

married at once. like an opera bouffe librettist!

the concluding passages

a novel should have 1o end. how could it properly have a heginning?

it should begin in the midst of things won't do, for the greater the :

shouldn't he conclusive.

But there's

And when he
He should just stop, some day. |
an inconsistency here. one fears. If |
To say that!

abrupiness !

with which # begins, the more obvious is the fact that it certainly does hegin

“The

had ending is infinitely more artistic than the good ending.”

one hear:

sometimes from people—usually from people not only young but rather girlish—

and 1t 1s customary to add a few assertions

imitate:t Zola. or about the Iinglish or American novelists who have imitated the |

imitations of Zola. This “bad™ and ~

mg of novels is at least not a knowing way, and the debate is for outsiders stncd_\'.; began as a newspaper reporter and was |

There is only one question about the end of a hook:

hook ?

ingly

good”, or “sad”

and “happy” way of speak-

Is it the true end for thut

And it is explaining A. B. C. to mention that slaughter is the most charm- |

estful of all things to contrive with ink. or that a respectable novelist will !

be content with no ending of his novel that is not a true part of it

The United States is a strong and growing country ;

the American people are

of their very nativity a people who look forward with confident hopefulness. The

ratural American novel is of this spirit.

The American desponding nevel is usualh

an imitation of something forcign—an affectation,

| A COLUMN OF COMMENT

It isn't awhas ] tered the

. Sc¢ Declares E i
and literature have beci es Edmund Wilson Jr.

associated 'in many instances. SAM-
UEL M’CHORD CROTHERS AR

an example.

The ministry

He is a clergyman who en-

Ldiiund Hilson Jr.

eshyterian ministry and then o L i
cf Danity Fair and The

changed to the Unitarian. He has writ-
ten se\'erali magazine articles and the
following staries and hools - Members
of One Bodv. Miss Muiteis Chrisimas
Party, The \Geuile Reader, The Urder.
The Endless Life By
The Christimas Fire.

tokor's Garlund”.

will appear next summer.

standing FHeert.
Admong  Friends.
hopanly  Specking., Three  Lords of |1he L
Destiny. :

WILLIAM J]. HENDERSON ’/6

is primarilyia muosic eritic and only by

virtue of a fow stories belongs in a com-

pendium of  Princeton’s fiction writers, | 10 the sitnation either.
1

stops writing a novel. ;

ahout Russian novelists who have

;then made a ;full editor.

dready,

‘He was on the New York 7imes from
?1583 to has heen the music

York

associate editor of

m'u. and

i eride of the: New Sun ever smee. | @ college man has this,

Ein 1802 he wus the

has been carried.

The Standard 17c: ftonary. He has writ-
‘ten several ?ij'i‘h‘{e& and books on musie

‘including a study of Richard Wagner:

. i ,
Iso. Sea Vi v Hoys, and Adeal
With ihe F:’aiy the air: they have to be cone afrer.
All striving voung authors are ac-

nerves with their machines.

‘quainted with: ROBERT BRIDGES" 79

P who iz now the editor of Seribners. He

:f\'.'ith the New York Zvening Past i1l 1ew tovelist ontdazzle the lrerature

1887 From that tim= till 1913 he was | iTom the

Athentan <tae
assistant editor of Seribner’s and was |

He was the i But. believe me, they are not dead -
1883 to

Dzerheard in

Cdramatic critic of Life

11900, His works include:

from

Suppressed szujricrs. a book of

(Confinusa on Page Four)

Just now there is something like a re

which we have scarcely exhibited hefore.

16 has ifn the last twoo years been on the

writhen by him in collaboration

We have begun to.critize and imagine with an energy,

isolation from tradition and jts lack of aesthetic standards.
to control it and measure it by absolute standareds:

it and refuse to take it seriously and the new critics

tive value. is a more solid basis of culture.

piay should at least e familiar with the highest points to which

It makes all the difference, for instance. whether
Frost—or to Dante, Catullus, and Keats.

But Latin and Greek and Philosophy and Freneh and Ttalian are uor at all m

Ouce vou have

- and the Paradise of Dante.

MODERN LITERATURE LACKS CUL TU;?:E

15 As He Supplements Bishop’s Plea
for Greater Attention to Literary Back-
ground and the Classics.

editorial stak

New Republic, and has written articles for both these
wiagazinesas well as poems and shori siorics for The Liberator. “The

Under-
with Johu Pcale Bishop

naissance of hteran a-,tl\n\ in \IHLI'ICJ

a variety and a holdness

It is no longer possible to say that in

‘nited States it is impossible for a serious writer to get himself a hearing,

And precisely the gravest misfortune of this burst of creative activity is its

We have no critic
the older critics disapprove of
have not proved quite equal

What we need. ii we want (o produce lterature of absolute rather than rela-

And it does not go without saying tha

“Anyhody who intends to write a novel Or a poem or a

his chosen form

a poet com-

pares his poems to the level of the poetry about him—ie Carl Sap dhury and Robert

left Princeton the cities wil!

catch you up: they will crowd vour views with their buildings and exhaust vour
Between the buildings and the machines and the
everwhelming atmosphere of advertising. which aims not only to make the last
vew shaving soap look like an epoch- making discovery Tut also to make the iast

of the world, yon will he further than ever

They will then seem remote

and inaccessible: dead things left behind at the Univ ersity.

their vitality will outlast our activity,

Without them. vou will find yourself in g ship with a vigorous crew. to be sure
p bt where every man has made his own compass and mvented his own equipment—.
rather as T. S. Eliot says that Blake constructed his philosophy—out of any ola
odds and ends that he happened to have in

his pockets.

Chamberlain, a




BOOTH TARKINGTON ‘93

(Continued from Page One)

The Turmoil is a powerful drama of
Big Business in Pittsburgh. In that and
in The Magnificent Ambersons we are
grateful to Tarkington for giving us
novels of American life which have a
fresh and practical idealism in them
which is pitiably absent in such novels
as Main Street; Alice Adams is akin to
" the latter. The Intimate Sirangers is
being piay‘ed on the New York sbtage
now and Mr. Horublow of the Theatre
Magazine describes it as “a disingenuous
little comedy, extremely tenuous in tex-
ture, with no plot to speak of, yet not
without a certain charm.”
Bibliography: Zhe Gentleman from
Indiana, Monsicur Beaucaire, The Mag-
nificent Ambersons, fn the Avena, The
Two Vanvevels, The Conquest oy
Canaan, The Quest of Quesnay, The
Turmoil, Penrod, Penrod and Sam,
Ramsey Milholland, Clarence, Sewventeen,
The Intimate Strangers, Alice Adams.

HUGH M’NAIR KAHLER ’o4

(Continued from Page One)

peared in the Saturday Evening Post
which has printed about 25 short stories
of his in as many months. In 1919 Mr.
Kahler corroborated with Holworthy
Hall on The Six Best Cellars. Babel,
another book, appeared in 1921 and still
another, The East Wind, is in the pro-
cess of publication.

Speaking on the value of a college
education to a literary career, Mr, Kah-
ler says: “There is no end to the de-
bate about the value of conventional
I think it
would always depend on the man, the

education to a writing man.
college, and the education. T am very
sure that it was good for me, but I went
to a college where, I think, there was
and is less conformity than in most,

where undergraduate opinion is remark-

THE DAl v PRINCETONIAN
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ably tolerant of the variation and the
exception, and where, in my day, there
wasn't enough in the way of education
to do anybody much harm. Some men
are certainly injured by the conven-
tionalizing influence of Faculty and gtu-

| dent contacts, just as others acquire

steadiness and balance from thege,

“The amazing number of Princeton
men who do good work in writing—
every class since 1890 can show at least
one example—certainly indicates that
our sort of college training doesn’t spoil
all our material and might he reasonably
advanced as a proof that it Improves
‘most of it. T believe this is the effect
rather of undergraduate attitude than
of Faculty influence. It is not fatal
‘with us for a man to display some in-
dividuality before he graduates. Given
that condition, almost any university
course of study ought to benefit a writ-
ing man—or anybody else.”

ERNEST POOLE ‘o2

(Continued from Page One)

tent with China, although the scene is

faid in New York,

In regard to his work, Mr. Poole says:
“You ask which of my books I like the
best. That is not easy to answer; for

like a good many writers, I have never

read one of them gince it was printed.
But I think that on the whole the one
that would interest me most is Blind;
and from the present outlook it looks as
though it might be read more and more
widely in the next few years—for it has
already bad a good reception in various
parts of Europe.”

Mr, Poole is to be envied both for
what he has done and what he has seen.
A partial bibliography follows: Plays—
None So Blind, 4 Maw's Friends, Take
Your 1ledicine.  Stories and novels—
The Harbor, His Family, His Secomd
IVife, The Dark People, The Fillage,

Blind, Beggars Gold.

GEORGE A, CHAMBERLAIN ‘o2

(Continued from Page One)

writing as a profession has hecome an
intricate enterprise. Irom hig very be-
ginnings a writer should protect him-
self by such contract forms as are ad-
vocated by the Authors’ League.

rights which were commonly sold for

Movie

$250 ten years ago command anyihing
up to $20,000 to-day..
dramatization, and fore§g11 rights pop up

Second-serial,

George Agnew Chamberlain ‘oz

on the trail of the chéuqe best-seller in
the most disconcerting nianner, and toc
often the inexperienced author finds that
in the eagerness to see himself in print
he has signed away a small fortune.
“The difficulty of escaping heing done-
down, however, is not half so intricate
as the problem of moral adjustment in-
volved in the new condition of big pay
One must work with
the tools at hand, but to what end?

for literary effort.

That is a question which a man can an-
swer to the public only with a lifetime,
but he must answer it to himself at the
start if he is to avoid haphazard walls i,

his hall of fame.”

AN EXPLANATION

(Continued from Page One)

This is encouraging ; it is by no
means satisfying. Slowly our litera-
ture is being developed to the point
where it can be styled American ; not
American in the sense that it is purely
sectional, but American in the sense
that it represents the sturdiness, the
democracy, the progressiveness of the
fundamental American principles, For
a long time we have been imitators ;

our works have been thin traceries of

‘foreign literature, not always of the

best type. We have been busy estab-
lishing our industries and digging our
'ditches ; now we must interpret the

‘'meaning of our labor, and having

made it possible for man to EXIST,
we must make it possible for him to

1 LIVE.

+ In the coming literary renaissance
"America must play a large part. The
book, along with the moving picture
screen, has become the greatest pulpit
in the world. The work, portrayed in
these pages, which Princeton men
‘have done and are doing in literature,
is creditable ; the future is challeng-
ing.

JESSE LYNCH WILLIAM ’g2

(Continued from Page One)

of the Lit Board while in Princeton and
did considerable writing; at the Com-

tion of Class Poet. After graduation
he joined the goodly number of men
who started their literary career by going

into newspaper work, which gave him

Stolen Story,

mencement Exercises he filled the pogi- !

stories. He shortly returned to Prince-
ton to found the Alumni Heckly which
he edited till 1903.

Why Marry? ranks as his best, as well
as his best-known work. It is a satiri-
cal comedy on married life which was

first presented in 1917 and has been suc-

then. It was in 1899 that he wrote The
and Othcer Ncewspaper
Stories—which Richard HMarding Davis
styled “the very best of American varng
of newspaper life,” This was followed
by New York Sketches which revealed
the powers of observation acquired in
newspaper work. The Adventures of a
Freshinan were more tales of Princeton
college life of a wholesome and vigor-
ous nature affording a contrast to the
sophisticated modernity of the more re-
cent college stories. 71he Day-Dreamer,
My Last Duchess, The Married Life of
the Frederick Carrols, are other works
by the same author. His literary output
has not been very large, and of late
years his pen has been quiet.

REVIEW OF “ANNA CHRISTIE”

Eugene O’Neill’'s Play of the Water-
Front Now Being Presented
in New York,

Eugene O'Neill's Auna Christic should
never be reviewed. Not that it is too
frail to stand such treatment, on the
contrary, there are few productions more
robust, but no review or reviewer can
do it justice. It is one of those plays.
unfortunately very scarce, which must
be seen to be appreciated.

Nevertheless, this fact has not hin-
dered the New York critics from prais-
ing the production to the skies,
ing to the Times critic, Alexander Wol-

Accord-

cott, it is a “rich and salty play” which
“towers above most of the plays in
town” and which “grips the attention

with the rise of the first curtain and

jthe material for his later newspapel

(Continued on Page Five)

cessfully produced many times since

¢ CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS, FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK
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CAMP-FIRES AND

A volume of essays
human nature.

calls us to continue our journey,
to direction and distance.”

Days Off.

Flexible leather, thin paper

By Henry van Dyke

rich in appreciation of nature and
In Dr. van Dyke’s own phrase,
fire is the conservative symbol: it invites to rest and fellow-
ship and council; the Guide-post is the progressive sign: it
gives information in regard

Uniform with Little Rivers—Fisherman's Luck—Qut-of-
Doors in the Holy Land—The Blue Flower—The Ruling

‘Pa‘ssion—The Unknown Quantity—The Valley of Vision—

Decoratize cloth cower, INustrations in color

GUIDE-POSTS

“the Camp-

breads,”
Knott.”

Tribune,
.00
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“Experiment,”

CHANCE ENCOUNTERS
By Maxwell Struthers Burt,

ICinner of the O. Henry memorial prize for the best short

story in the year 1920

The story acclaimed the hest of the year 1920,
His Generation,”
stories hardly less notable, such as:
“A Dream or Two,”

“The Blood-Red One,”

“Shining Armor,” and *

*04

is included in this volume along with other
“The Scarlet Hunter,'
“Devilled Sweet-
‘Bally’ Old  —\r

Lecturer in Newro- -biology

winbia, Trustee of Carnegic Institute,

Dr. Paton has brought together the result of vears de-
voted to the fomardmg of his branch of science.

"The book is rich in wisdom, able in assemblage of the
1)r111€1p1(3> that make a well-knit system of interpretation.”
w York Evening Post. $6.00

“ Each in

"A treat worthy of any Literary commoissenr."—V ew York

wrt  THE DIRECTION OF HUMAN
EVOLUTION

HUMAN BEHAVIOR
By Stewart Paton, ’86

at Princeton, in Psychiairy at Col-
Washington

MODES AND MORALS
By Katharine Fullerton Gerould

AMrs. Gerould, already well known as the author of some
of the most notable short stories of the last decade, has in
the last few years shown herself equally of note in the field
of the essay.

“This volume of Mrs. Gerould’s, with its dozen of papers
on a heterogeny of themes, ought to find a host of eager
readers.”"—Brander Matthews, in the N. ¥. Times. $2.00

By F. Scott Fitzgerald, ’18
THIS SIDE OF PAR 'XDISE

New York Posi—"A brilliant book.”

New York Times— A fascinating tale.”

Chicago Necos—"Watch Fitzgerald!"

Ninth printing $1.73

FLAPPERS AND PHILOSOPHERS

“His eight short stories range the gamut of stvle and
mood with a brilliance, a jeu perle, so to speak. which is not
to be found in the novel”"—Negw York Times.

Fourth printing

o
—

~Np

[£18

The Books Mentioned Above

y ; a8 -
MAKING ADVERTISEMENTS---
AND MAKING THEM PAY
By Roy S. Durstine, 08

In this practical hook. Mr. Durstine is principally con-
cerned with advertising from the point of view of the prep-
aration of copy—the writing and tvpographical layout.

“This is a book that should be read by every advertiser.
advertising agent, and advcrtisement reader. It is as crisp
as a iresh, iced cucumber. and can stand up and face the pub-
lisher’s jacket ‘blurly without fiinching, because in this in-

stance the publishers in no way overrate their wares. —\ ez
York Post. $3.00

BASEBALL
In:ividual Play and Team Play in Detail
By W. J. Clarke, Hcad Coach of the Princeton
Farsity Bascball Teani. and Frederick T. Daw-
$0n, Captain of the Princeton Baseball Team, 1911.

"The first practical, thoughtful, and systematic hanchook
on the game. Its value to plavers, captains, and coaches en-
gaged in ball playing in any form cannot he overstated.

Hiustrated S1.573

Are A.].]. NOW

on Sale at

By Edwin Grant Conklin

Professor of Biology, Princeton University, author of “Hered-
ity and Environwment in the Development of Man.”

An attempt to infer from certain definite conclusions of
science regarding the evolution of man the probable future
of the humau race.

‘Dr. Conklin is a humanist as well as a savant, an educator
as well as a scientist. Hence his book has a broad scope and
should enjoy a wide public . . . . He writes in a clear and
distinguished style, and with ability to popularize without
sacrificing the authoritarian prestige of science.”—Philadciphia
Public Ledger. $2.50

A HISTORY OF THE ASSOCIA-

TION PSYCHOLOGY
By Howard C. Warren

Stuart Professor of Psychology, Princeton University.

Frofessor Warren covers the entire history of the origin
and development of the theory of the association psychology
ifrom Plato down to modern times.

“A freatise for students and professional philosophers
and psychologists . . . . This book attracts attention by its
unusual clearness and adequacy of style"—New Jork
Times. $3.50

the Princeton University Store

Published March 3rd
THE NEW NOVEL BY

F. SCOTT FIT GERALD

THE BEAUTIFUL
AND DAMNED

Published March 3rd

Leave vour order now at

THE PRINCETON UNIVERSITY STORE
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(Continued from Page Two)

collected poems called Bramble Brae,
and The Roosevelt Book cof which he
was co-editor.

Another literary clergyman is PAUL
VAN DYKE '81. He has contributed
to American, French, English, and Ger-
man magazines, and was secretary of
the American University Union at Paris

during the war, doing a little lecturing |’

on the side. He has written The Age
of Renaissance and Renaissance Por-
Iroits.

BURTON EGBERT STEVENSON
’93 is a rather prolific writer who has
His

career began, as did so many others, on

been silent for the last few years.

- a newspaper; and he has also been a
librarian, accepting the position of
European director of library war service
during the war. His works include: A4
Soldier of Virginia, The Heritage, The
Marathon Mystery, The Girl with the
Blue Sailor, The Young Train-Dispatch-
er, That Affair at Elizabeth, The Path
of Honor, Little Comrade, 4 King in
Babvlon, and others. He was editor of
the Condensed Classics Edition of Field-
ing’s Tom Jones, The Home Book of
Verse, and The Home Book of Verse
for Young Folks. Mr. Stevenson is
now in Algeria as the English Secre-
tary to the French Commission on
‘African affairs.

One of the great games of the read-
ing public is to guess the author of
anonymous books. The Mirrors of
Washington and The Glass of Fashion
have both attracted a great deal of com-
ment. The reputed author of the latter
is EDWARD C. VENABLE ’06. Mr.
Venable has contributed likerally to the
magazines and is also responsible for
Pierre Vinton, Shert Storics, The 17ife
of the Tunior Partner, Lasca, Ali Ba-
bette, and At Isham's.

Some brilliant men came from Prince-
ton around 1916, HAMILTON FISH
ARMSTRONG °’16 is one of them

Upon graduation he joined the staff of
the New Kepublic. He was with the
Infantry during the war and was later

made military attaché.  He received

three decorations. With Alfred Noyes,

Mr. Armstrong edited The Princeton
Beok of Ferse 1916; and was the editor
of The Book of New York Verse 1918
He has contributed to Scribner's St.
Nicholas, Harper's, Dial, etc.

F. SCOTT FITZGERALD ’'17 is
quite well-known to the modern under-
graduate. Seldom has a young writer
achieved more instantaneous success
than he did with his novel This Side of
His story, The Camel's Back,
was included in E. J. O’'Brien’s collec-

Paradise.

tion of the best American short stories
for m20. Other stories by him have ap-
peared in Scribner’s and The Saturday
Evening Post. The
Beautiful and Damned, has been run-

A serial novel,

ning in the Metropolitan for the pasi
few months. Much of his work has been
brilliant; much of it—especially within
the last year—has been careless and
mediocre.

F. S. M’'DONALD ‘g6 is a profes-
sor of English at Princeton and of late
has been reviewing each issue of the
Lit for the PrixceToNIAN. His mystery
story Sorcery was published by The Cen-
tury Company in 1919; he has also writ-
ten some verse.

In O'Brien's Collection of the Best
American Shont Stories for 1920
was included a story by STEPHEN
FRENCH WHITMAN ‘o1. Mr, Whit-
man once won a prize from Colliers &
good many vears ago for excellence in
another story; he has written quite a few
stories. of which Two Roses appearing in
the Red Boek in 1921 is the most recent.
His first large novel was called Pre-
destined; another serial novel of his.
Sacriice. was fnished in Ewverybedy's
last month.

The admirers of Walt Whitman in
America grow steadily more numerous.
GRANT OVERTON ’08 has written 2

novel entitled?he dnswerer, hased on
Whitman's life.

Another book on Princeton was pub-
lished last vear—The Guarded Heighis
by WADSWORTH CAMP ’o2. The
Abandoncd Room, The House of Fear,
The Grey Mask, are other stories by the
same author.

The literary career of VANCE
THOMPSON @3 really began with the
founding of M'lHle New York, a fort-
nightly feview which he edited for some
time, He has written both dramas and
stories. Among the former are included
In Old Japan, The Dresden Shep-
herdess, The Peace Girl, and Jane Shore.
; The Night
i Watchman. and Other Pocwns, Eat and
Y Growe Thin, The Carnival of Destiny,
' Take It From Me, Drink, Woman. In
1019 he was appointed an attaché to the

And many stories as well :

American Embassy at Rome.

_ VAN TASSEL SUTPHEN 82

(Continucd from Page Two)

I should be able—why, there in a flash
was the beginning of my sought-for
romance, and before I went to bed that
night I had written the first chapter of
The
serial in Harper's Weekly and was after-
wards republished in book form.

“The human animal dearly loves to

Cardinael's Rose which ran as a

imitate something, and so when I wrote
The Gates of Chance 1 had Robert
Louis New

You
observe that 1 use the word “incompar-

Stevenson's incomparable

Arabian Nights distinctly in view.

able™ advisedly; also the critics echoed
it

“There are other literary efforts to my
credit or discredit; other novels, The
Doonismar, a number of short sturies,
dramatic fragments, etc.; but I am re-
minded that these confessions are not to
be a mere catalog.  Perhaps my new
1ovel, whicl} is scheduled for publica-
tion next autumn, may recall my name

in tangible results not imposing. But it

is something to have had one’s say, and

to some old-time readers and quondam
friends.
“To sum up: the pursuit of literaturc

with me has been only an avocation:

the author stands on safer ground in
his book than the orator on his platform;
at least he is spared the humiliaticn of
requesting the audience to check their

eggs at the door.””

REWARDS OF LITERATURE

Financial Retum Is Larger Than Ever
Before For Both Good and
Bad Writing.

By James Boyp ‘1o

As I commenced writing only year he-
fore last, I am too much of a novice to
have many important views on the pro-
fession, still less to be able to describe
its advantages from personal experience.
It is, of course, superfluous to describe
them to the man who is by nature pre-
destined to write.  But uniortunately
such a man is not always predestined
to write well. Fine work is as likely to
be produced by the reluctant slave of
financial necessity and he is the man, I
To

suppose, whom you want to reach.

him I would suggest that seldom have
the rewards of good writing, never have
the rewards of bad writing, been greater
than in America now. It is sad that a
certain type of the bad earns more than
any type of the good; still writing brings
enough to place the author in comfort.
There must he lean years of appren-
ticeship but this is true of any profes-
sion.

Technically his opportunity is extraor-
dinarily attractive. He has, as a me-
dium, standard English, itself the most
elastic of all languages and possessed
of the widest range in meaning and
music. And he has, besides, the fresh
rugged, and graphic American idiom,
His means of expression, so superior to
anything previously known to man, are
generally unappreciated as yet only be-
cause so few have been found with the
gift to use them,

His great handicap, I think, lies in the
rapid development of America with its
resultant instability of atmosphere. The
life he seeks to describe becomes differ-
Whether

he places his scene in Boston or Wy-

ent almost while he paints it.

oming, he finds neither the same as a
decade ago nor as it will be a decade
hence. He cannot throw his figures
against a rich and static background as
does the man who writes of Devon-

shire or the Midi.
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JAMES BARNES EMPHASIZES
&8 THE IDEA OF PARTNERSHIP

“Most young men and young women

who, full of ambition and hope, enter
the doors of the Literary Shop, fail to
understand that they are about to es-
tablish a partnership with an unknown
list of shareholders in the product of
‘their minds and pens. A book is not
‘so much what is written there, as it i3
This has
‘been the principle upon which James

~what the reader brings to it.”

Barnes ‘o1 has proceeded with his lit-
erary work. He was fortunate enough
1o step into a good position immediately
upon graduation, joining the staff of
Scribner’s  Magasine,

In 1804 he went to Harper's Weckly
and was a war correspondent in South
Africa from 18¢9 to 1891. He has pub-
Jished a good many books and stories:
For King Or Couniry, 4 Princetonion,
A Loyal Traitor, Drake and His Yga-
men, The Unpardonable War, The
Blockaders, Outside the Law, The Clutch

A WARNING FROM AN UNCLE TO HIS NEPHEW |DAVID ROTTER *%, WRITER

Being a Letter From Mr. John Peale Bishop ‘17 to the Imaginary Son of a Non-Existent Brother—Mr. Bishop Was
Once an Editor of the Lit, Is Now an Editor of Vanity Fair, and with
Edmund Wilson Jr. ’16 Has Edited a Book of Poems.

My Dear Nephew,

Tout that it is an arid little island you

You who are not yet conceived—even | have just found and not the vast golden

in the womb of Time—I am ahout to
address with avuncular privileges. I
trust you will forgive my assigning you
the name Christopher and calling you

Kit. I am moved to this preference be-
cause of another young man who went
up to a University and there learned cer-
tain things which enabled him to write
divinely and to drink most humanly, so
‘that he died at ithe age of twenty-nine
in a drunken braw! and has since served
a three hundred year penance as a clas-
sic. You are, Kit, seventeen or eigh-
teen, and beisde an impulse to putting
down phrases, more or less your own,
on paper, you have a critical intelligence.

At least, I hope you have, for you will

continent  of the Indies you had sup-
posed when it wag first sighted.
Perhaps, I am assuming too much. It
may be that your ambitions are rather
toward providing a sweet filling for the
magazine editors to pour between their
crusts of ad\’ertising. If so, you haa
better spend your time idly, noting the
manners of your cdntemporaries, putting
down tag-ends of iheir speech, describ-
ing to yourself their correct clothes and
impeccable ways The cultivation of a
nice style and the 'accumulation of old
wisdom is unnecessary. Buy, rather, a
copy of Aesop’s Fables, or if you have a
subtler taste, the fairy tales of Penault,
Grimm, and Anderson. Refurbish their

men, there ig still under all these in-
surgent piles a road And, while doubi-
less it might be done, very few young
men even get a sense of the genius of
their own language, the permanent and
changing elements, outside a ‘university.
1f one is seeking a model upon which to
base one’s style, or the form of a work—
and unless one is to be a parvenu there
mugt be a model—this sense of tradition
For the clever writer will

is invaluable.

steal from some ancient author or from
one who wrote in another tongue. Mase-
field found his style upon Chaucer, T.
S. Eliot on Jules La Forgue, and both
have created something which did not
‘Whereas the
younger American novelists who spend

eist in English before.

their time diluting Compton Mackenzie
and other second rate English novelists

AND OFFICER IN THE NAVY

To be successful in two entirely dif-
ferent lines of work is a feat beyond the
reach of most men; David Potter g6
has found it possible, however.

A naval
officer by profession, he has written sev-
eral articles on the Navy and is now
Paymaster General with the rank of
Rear Admiral in the Navy Department
at Washington. In addition, he has writ-
ten geven novels, two or three novel-
ettes, a number of short stories, and in
his more youthful days a lot of verse
under a pseudonym—"a sufficiently long
list of purely incidental crimes”, as he
terms it. He entered the Navy the year
after his graduation from Princeton and
served during the Spanish War, In con-
nection with his work, Mr. Potter writes :

“The novel of mine that continues to
sell the best is The Lady of the Spur,
and the one that I personally think is
the best is The Streak—in fact, the lat-

of the present seem to me to be \vasting ter is my only serious effort in the fiction

soonet or later find that the creative im- | plots, bobbing Rapunzel’s hair and send-
pulse does sometimes exist without any

other intellectual distinction.

of Circumstances, Commodore Perry,
‘Through Central Africa From Coast io

line. To my mind, the most interesting

their paper. Many beautiful things may
be carved from bones stolen from old

ing Pugs-in-Boots to a Fifth Avenue
thing about my writing is the fact that

Coast. In the war he was head of the

" Photographic Division of the Army and

was sent to organize the photographic
work at the front for the United States

Aviation Corps.

WWORK PRIME REQUIREMENT

FOR SUCCESS IN WRITING

fSa&s University Press Manager and
Author of “A Pﬁncetbn Boy
" Under the King.”

By Pau G. T OMLINSON ‘09
Manager Princeton University Press
My, Tomlinson has written A Prince-
ton Boy Under the King_,r The Trail of
Black Hawk, The Trail of Tecumsch,

© The Strange Gray Canoe.

It is taken for granted -that anyone
who mmakes a success of writing must

“have a certain amount of ability to start

with. Beyond that I believe the prime
tequirement is work. In this respect
writing does not differ from any other
trade or profession. The way to master
a business is to work at it.

Most people seem to think the life of
a writer is one long sweet song, whereas,
in my opinion, writing is the most diffi-

«cult, grinding work in the world,—writ-

ing of a creative sort, that is. Few peo-
ple are willing, or able, to pay the price
in spite of the fact that nearly everyone
has 2 passion to see his name in print.
Most writers who amount to anything
observe “office hours”, and work regu-
larly every day for a specified time. The
man who waits for inspiration will do
little writing, for inspiration is the child
of work, not its parent. ‘

Develop—by working at it—an indi-
vidua! style. The simpler the style the
‘better it is. Wasn't it Walter Scott who
averaged something like forty words of
one syllable out of every hundred he
wrote? Write about things you know.
“There is as much romance on Nassau
Street as there is in the South Sea Is-
lands, and 1 am sure it is a far more in-
teresting place.

And don’t try tcgjbe clever.

And you
are now entering college and want me
to tell you why you should stay there
four years rather than go on a news-
paper or whatever else it is that the
young genius now does instead of starv-
ing in a garret.

There are certain advantages in a
university life, touching which the cata-
logue says nathing. And first I should
put conversation among your peers. It
is well to have some one handy to criti-
cize those alarming thoughts of God, the
devil, and English prose which will un-
doubtedly come to you, looking quite
new, despite their obvious hoariness.
And while you are acting as Columbus
to your own soul, you had best have

some fellow geographer handy to point

shop. For the first five years, you will
do well to stick to the Cindarella legend
which, provided the dialogue is diverting
and abundant, is aiways salable.

But I prefer to think of you as one
who intends writing to please himself,
who, with a strict desire, wishes to pro-
duce something which shall have liter-
ary value among those to whom jour-
nalism, movie scenarios and pretty fic-
tion seem to belong with the industries
of the country rather than with the arts.
In that case, the best thing the univer-
sity can offer you is a chance to acquire
a sense of tradition. One is, in litera-
ture, either a revolutionist or an invalid.
And yet if the road is covered through-
out its length by barricades, thrown up

in one generation or another by young

sepulchres ; there is no profit in setting

up with yesterday's corpse,

One word more, and I have done.
When you read the classics, read the text
I know that

and not the annotations.

it is much easier to read books about
Shakespeare than to read Shakespeare
but, except for the purpose of passing

examinations, they are not very useful

Literary anecdotes, however diverting
and scandalous, are not to be compared

with literature.
But enough.

was run through with a sword and hid-
den under the stairs by a younger man.
And I am afraid, Kit, lest I offend you

by becoming even more sententious.
JouN PEALE BisHop '17.

As T remember Polonius

Sweden seems to have a particular in-
terest in some of them, and there have
been several Swedish editions of two or
¢ 1three of my books . -

“T confess when you ask for ‘a brief
outline of my activities while at college
I am thrown back into a region that, at
least to my mind, is rather shadowy
.|after more than 24 years in the Navy.
However, I am sure that I played a vast
deal of mediocre baseball, and did an in-
credible amount of walking ‘over the
hills and far away.’ Of this latter my
fondegt recollection is of the planked
shad and ice cream I had at the end of
a hard day—at an old inn on the Dela-
ware River somewhere above Washing-
ton’s Crossing. I am certain that I be-
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parts and the ren&ering of factory service.

A complete stock of

Timken, Hyatt, New Departure, Norma,
and Thrust Bearings in Stock.
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longed to Whig Hall for a while, and
also to the Elm Club and the Monday
Night Club. In my Senior year T was
one of the editors of the Nassau Lifer-
 ary Magazine and, by the incredible po-
litical chicanery of some of my class-
mates, was chosen as Clags Historian!
The relentless resolution of an obdurate
Faculty preventing my attaining any
kind of ‘laude’ in my studies. However,
I doubt if there were more than half a
dozen men in college in my time who had
la more friendly understanding than I
had with the books in the alcoves of the
old Elizabeth Foundation. I doubt, also,
if there is anyone—notwithstanding my
many years of enforced separation from
it—who is fonder of Princeton than I

”

am.

Among the works which Mr, Potter
has published from 1908 to 1918 are the
following: The Lost Goddess, The Elev-
enth Hour, The Lady of the Spur, An
Accidental Honeymoon, The Unspeak-
able Turke, The Streak, Diana of Star
Hollow.

REVIEW OF “ANNA CHRISTIE”

(Continuned from Page Three)

“Unifor-
getable are the many scenes in the play
and the long stretches of remarkable

holds it fiercely to the end.”

character delineation,” says the Theatre
Magaszine, while Mr. Wolcott improves
upon the first part of this statement with
the remark that such a “magnificent
‘thing as the first act......as written, as
mounted and as played, belongs among
the supreme achievements of the Ameri-
can stage.”

There is a happy ending to the play,
a most unusual thing with O’Neill, which
‘does not add to the play's greatness from
an artistic standpoint, but which is a
most pleasant addition from the view-
point of the audience, already more o
less depressed by the morbid trend of
the story. As to the cast, it is more
than adequate to meet the exigencies
placed upon it. Outstanding is the
characterization of Pauline Lord, whose
“acting in the role of the water front
woman is as fine as anything in town”
according to Life,
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PRINCETON'S GREATEST DRAMATIST-~EUGENE O’NEILL 10

Whose Play, Beyond the Horizon, Won the Pulitzer Prize for rgz0--His
Dramas, “ The Straw,” and “ Anna Christie,” Are
Successful Products of This Season.

In Eugene Gladstone O'Neill ‘10 Princeton has one of lLier most interesting
He has been referred to as the personal symbol of the awakening
American drama, and is, without much question, its greatest figure to-day. Tn
1¢20 his play, Bevond the Horizon, wen the Pulitzer Prize for the best American

characters.

drama of that year.
is playing in New York now. .

Born in 1888 in the old Barrett House at the corner of 43rd St. and Broadway,
ihe son of. James O'Neill then at the height of his fame in Monte Cristo, Eugenc
derived from his early environment the wanderlust that has sent him to all parts of
the world and thrown him with all sorts and conditions of men.
ing prepared him for Princeton which he entered in the fall of 1906. He soon ran

Private school-

afoul of the authorities, however, and began his vagabond career.

He was first secretary of a mail-order firm on lower Broad\\;ay where he was
tite hoon companion of Benjamin Tucker and other radicals, and after that a gold
prospector in Honduras and a victim of the fever there, assistant manager for
Viola Allen in The White Sister in the Middle West. Later he shipped on a Nor-
wegian bark for Buenos Aires, stayed there for over a year, made a voyage to
South Africa, returned to New York and shipped out from there as able seaman
for a number of trips to different parts of the world. He was a denizen of the
dock yards, a true casual of the sea. ‘

The scene of his life since then has been two expressions of the same phase—
Greenwich Village and Provincetown. His first full length play, Beyond the
Horizon, appeared on.Broadway in 1920 and was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for
that year. Since then he has had four other plays produced in New York, The
Emperor Tones, Dif'rent Gold, The Strew, and Anna Christie. Of these the last
two are products of this season and the latter is termed one of the best plays of
mar-xy years. ’

Oliver M. Saylor writing on “The Real Eugene O’Neill” in the January
Century magazine says, “This lifetime of adventure crammed into a few aimless,
wild, carousing, feverish years has left its record stamped relentlessly on O'Neill's
{ace, his manner, and his mind. The nature of that record, though, reveals a
personality immune to the usual results of such adventure. There is no slackening
of the inner fire, no flabbiness of muscle or of mental fiber. He has canght him-
celf and found himself in time, and the same boundless energy which carried him
across the conventional boundaries of living, instead of being scattered and wasted.
is now concentrated on the single task of expressing himself through the medium
cf the theatre. He is neither ashamed nor proud of his devil-may-care past.

There it is, in the past; and here he is now. And what else matters? Therein
fies the real realist.”

Still loving the sea, O'Neill is at present living in an old coast guard station
at Peaked Hill Barr on the coast of Massachusetts with his wife and son in an
isolation that is not affected to add a romantic glamor 1o his name but is in accord
with his desire to be near his beloved sea and away from everyday life. When
asked what he thought of the theatre and of life, O'Neill said, “The theatre to

me is life—the substance and interpretation of life”.

The Straw is a product of this season; and Anne Christiz ]

1
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UNDERGRADUATE FICTION

Gordon Hall Gerould, Professor of
English in the Faculty, Says a Word
About College Literary Work.

By Gorpox Hairr GerouLD

There is no doubt, T suppose, that the
verses written by college students more
often reprcocnt a real accomplishment
than do the stories. There are various
causes fer thiz, some of which are a
part of youth and unchangeable, some
easily removed by the fulfiment of cer-
As things are, both the
younger and the older readers of under-

tain conditions.

graduate publications _are inclined to
sniff or sneer at the fiction. Which is
a pity.

My observation of the stories written
here during the past 15 years and more
persuades me that college students car
write very interesting short stories if
they will take the necessary pains. 1
have often heen astonished bv the fer-
tility of
thiking out ingenious

particularly in
plots and odd

who have

imagination,

characters. shown by men

been required to write a fixed number
of stories in the course of -a term. |
have been further encouraged by the
ease with which the writers have caught
the critical suggestions made to them
and have been able to transform inco-
herence into readable narrative. The
chief difficulty with unguided efforts, I
make out, is that the authors are too
prone to consider a page once written
as sacred. In other words, they rest in
wonder at the end of the creative hour,
and think their work is good when it is
really just begun.

Good stories—a large number of good
stories—have been written in Princeton
during the last decade, to my personal
knowledge. Some of them have ap-
peared in the Lit, though it is a deplor-

able fact that much of the best work |

has not been represented.

Tt isn't simply a mater of stories. The
plain truth is that for many years the
Lit has not adequately represented the

00D LITERATURE AN ENRICHMENT OF ANY CAREER

Tertius van Dyke 08, Pastor of the Park Avenue Presbyterian Church and a
Writer of Poems Believes It Necessary for Life at Its
Best—But Very Few Can Be Exclusively Literary.

By Terrivs VAN Dyxe "of

Good literature brings to life an interpretation and an enrichment that can be-
found in no other way. It is a striking fact that all the strong religions of the
world lay tremendous stress on their sacred beoks. Nor is it without significance
that the Christian religion has in its Bible not only the highest moral and religious
teaching, but at the same time in certain parts the greatest literature in the world.

Every man, no matter what his career is to be, ought to try o learn how to-
express himself at least clearly and forcibly in writing. But it seems to me a.
literary career (in the sense of a career devoted exclusively to literature) ought
te be for only a very few men. There are already too many men who ‘want to-
write’, but really have no idea what to write about. The overwhelming desire ‘to
see yourself in print’ is hardlgr sufficient to justify a literary career. With but few
exceptions I think a man is wise who goes out into action and writes only under -
inner compulsion of what he has learned. Very few are strong enough to be ex-
clusively literary men. But many men who are carrying on the work of the world
in many different fields, if they knew how to write, conld add greatly to the inter-
pretation and enrichment of life,

1 believe that the best writing for the future will be done by men who are
vitally and directly concerned with the affairs of the world. Keats said: “T am.
convinced more and more, every day. that fine writing is, next to fine doing, the
top thing in the world.” -

, THE INTIMATE STRANGERS

intellectual life of the university. The

editors” have tried. little groups have|

tried, to make it do so; but they ha\'cj AMlr. Tarkington's latest offering, 7he

not had the support cf their fellows. L. futimate Strangers, starts out well; in-

am not ashamed ine ;
' shamed of what the MagazINe! qeed AMr. Wolcott of the Times was
I am ashamed only;

. Imoved to remark “the first act is as
that Princeton men have been t:onteutj

to see their real ability and real inierest |
“scene as one comes upon in a year of

‘first nights.”

pan' somewhere, at least too little

has heen, and is.

artful and charming and fanciful a

so imperfectly expressed. Princeton un-

dergraduates are capable of putting out a Then something hap-

magazine that could be read with pleas-~

happens upon the stage. The second

ure by anybody. But unless scores of

manuscripts are submitted instead ot
half-dozens, and unless everybody who
can afford to go to one or two games a
vear will help pay for it, we shall con-

act slumps, the third act slumps still
‘more, and one leaves the theatre with
the feeling of having missed some-

‘thing.
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All Books by Princeton Men
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tinue to have publication that may be| New York critics will gleefully tell

very worthy but does us no real honor | US that it is not necessary for Mr.
Tarkington to hunt far afiield in his
efforts to discover what is wrong with
‘most of his theatrical ventures. “At

’his best in his books, and at his worst

Burt’s Story

Experiment, a story by Maxweli

Struthers Burt ‘04, was included in E. J.
O'Brien’s collection of the best Ameri-in his plays” is their cryptic comment

can short stories for 1021 iof the noted Princetonian.
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Cole-Trenton Automobﬂe Co.

at Iadianapolis

C_ ?\VENTY—FOUR EIGHTY-FIVE for a

Cole Model Eight-Ninety «Aero-E1GaT—
forty-two added improvements—a dependa-
ble, proved and powerful eight cylinder
motor equal to any road condition, economi-
cal to a remarkable degree (12 to 15 miles
on a gallon of gasolene)—brakes that have

established world’s records for safety and

efliciency—twenty thousand miles or better
on a set of tires—a car famed for its beauty.

These are only some of the reasons why
your next car should be a Cole.

Then, too, the recognized strength and
unquestioned financial stability of the Cole
factory should have considerable weight
with you.

Also the quality of the Cole
representation should appeal to you—it means
good service at a fair price, and the right
kind of service is almost as important to you
as the car itself.

By ALL MEANSSEE THIS CAR AT THE sHOW,
Our space number is 41

Permit us to clemonstrate

Show Room
213-15 N. Montgomery St.

C. W. S. MUNRO

Servics Station

Rear 472 Greenwood Ave.

Phone 952-]

R. E. NELSON

ROADSTER

$1475

DELIVERED

All Models of the ELGIN SIX will be
on exhibition at the
TRENTON AUTO SHOW
This Exhibit will merit your inspection
Delivered prices on other ELGIN

Models are as follows:

$1425

5 Passenger Touring - -

4 Passenger Roadster - - 1475
4 Passenger Coupe - - - 2365
5 Passenger Sedan - - - 2365

Make arrangements at the
Auto Show with one of our
Salesman for a demonstration,

or you may drive one yourself

" and be convinced of the merits

of the ELLGIN SIX.

AMERIGAN AUTO ShOP

213-215 N. Montgomery St.

Trenton, N. J
Phone 952-]






