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COLLEGE OF NEW JERHEY, PRINCRTON, W, J.

The library of the College of New Jersey ia probably of nearly eqnal
age with the college itself, and that dates from 1746, In a notice of il,
wriften probably by Presilent Davies in 1780, it is said to have been
“formed almost entirely of the donations of several public spirited gen-
tlemen on both sides of the Atlantio” Amovg these might have besn
mentioned Jonathan Bileher, whose name the eollege would have horue
had he permitted it; and who, dying as governor of New Jersey in 1757,
left to the library 474 volumes. COlassies aund folios abounded in the
mansions of those days, and the intellectual chavacter of the eollection,
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relatively to its whole mass, may bave stood higher then than sinee.
The first printed catalogoe, printed af Woolla N, i 1760, eon-
sista of 36 pages, small quarto, aied gives the titles of neacly 1,300 vol-
nmes, 230 being folios.

Marveh 4, 15902, the interior of Nassau Hall, where the books wera then
Iodzed, was bovned, and it was for some years supposad that the entive
liheary was destroyed, A few books are now lmown Lo have escapoed,
viz, certain folios of Calasio, amd an edition of Calvin fo eleven folios,
Amsterdam, 1671, still in the librarvy, with their titles in the catalogue
of 17060,

Publie generosity was appealed to for the means to replace the baild-
ing s and records seill in existence show that 32,000 in meney were sub-
goeribinl in the colonies. To rvestore the library, also, many noble vol-
nmes, still bearing the nsmes of their donors, eama from-literary esleb-
rities in this coontry and in Great Britain.  Among these were John
Livwell, Dogald Stewart, and Andrew Dalzel,  To insare the safety of
these new treasares, the lbrary was place:l in the baililing in which
are the g{lu:u;_\:i{:u[ mnsenm gl Philadelphian Hall, and, remaining therea
for halt a cencary, escaped the flames whiclh, ia March, 1335, again
destroyed Nossan Hall, Its increasing balk findlly erowded it ot of
the mnsenm boiliding, and it was removed to its oviginal lodging, where
it stood from 18G5 to 1873,

For pearly seventy years of this century the sole vevenuo of the
library was derived from a tax of 21 a term on the stodents.  Its in-
crease was therefore extremely slow.  In 1812 the lbrarian reporbed
4,000 volmoes io the eolleetion,  In the game year the Hbrary of Presi-
dent Smith, containing also-the books of Presidant Witherspoon, was
Lbonght for the eallege,  Tn 1823 the nomber of volumes was estimated
at 7,000, amd that nomber is given in the eatalogoe of 1351 In 153546,
James Madison, an alwmoos of TT7L left the libeary @ logacy of 1,000,
This was the only eonsideeable gift of money mowls to the library pre-

vioua to 1864, Heveral nobeworthy donations of books were, however,
received.  Janmes Lenox, of New York, bas pressnbed many valnable
boolks, sinong them the first ['ht"tf‘i}'ill:l'r'r';_"']lﬂ'..\i. ol the Holy Swriptores,
Me. Obadiah Rish, while rvesident v Lowdon o 1834 procured  the
hestowmaeant by the-Record Cominission of the British government of i6s
publications, 3G volmmes, folio, and 24 volomes, octavo, The legisiative
dosaments of e Doited Slates, continned in au almose wubreolien series
from the beginuing of the Twentivth Congress to the end of the Forty-
seconid, make abont 1,003 volomes,  Matthew Newlkirk, of Philadelphia,
wave the great Deseription de VEgypte. The family of W, D, Beattie
presented 200 velumes of elassical and other valuable works; and the
libraries of Professors Hope and Giger, nombering several hoodeed
volowmes ench, wers given to the college fn 1859 and 1565. ’

In 1554, the late John O, Green, of New York, preseated to the col-
lege 100000 nnder the paine of the Hlizabeth fund, in honor of his
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mother, From the income of this fond the library was to receive 83,000
a year. Among obher large additions thns made is the library of Tren-
delenbarg, of Berlin, consisting of nearly 10,000 volames and pamphlets,
purchased by the faeelty for 35,000, Tt confaing a eollection of 150 vol-
nmes of old editions of Aristotle and hig eommentators, with a large noum-
ber of modern essays on his philosophy ; aond alse several hundred vol-
umes of comparatively rave classics,

By recent gifts from Jobn 8. Pierson, of New York, the library pos-
sesses LOO0 volames on the late civil war,  The entive library now naom-
bers 20,500 volumes.

The two socieby libraries confain tozether 12,000 volumes,

The library is open tive days in the week for the exchangs of books,
amd at almost all hoors of the day for porposes of study,

The necessity of o sepacate and safee bailding for the library having
been for somae time apparent, Mr. John O, Green, of New York, in 187273,
erected an elegant stone building, at a cost of 120,000, and presented
it to the eollege for library parposes. It is an octagonal bnilding, with
wings fo the east and wesr, 140 feat in its entire length, with a central
elevation of abont 50 feak.  The centre of the hall ia ocenpied by a plat-
form 12 feat in disneter, npon whieh is o circalar desk for the librarian,
Between this and the aleoves, which are ranged against the walls, 18 a
passare way, B fect in width. The eapacity of the two floors of alooves
is 108,005 volomes,

At the time of the erection of the buildiog, a fund was provided for
the support of the librorian,

Lilvary of the Oletosophie Society.

This sociely dates from the year 1765, the nineteenth from the foun-
dation of the enllega, It began with saven members, of whom the most
distingnished in alter Wb wers Miver Eillsworth, secomd Chief Jostice
of the United States, and Linther Martin, atborney-general of Maryland.
The library now eoatains abont 4,000 volumes. Perbaps the depart-
ment which is bast supplied iz that of essays, inclading litecary, mis-
eellanecns, and poriodieal eritieiamn ; bt the hiztorical collection leaves
ligile g0 be desieed. The roading room of the socieby is well supplicd
witly magazines, reviews, and newspapers,

Ldlrary of the American Whiy Seeiety,

This society was organized in 1769, and three years afterwards
included among its members, James Madison, fonrth President of the
United States,  In connection with Clio, fis rival, it has toroished
many publie men to the country, These two soeletios own baildings
precisely alike, sitnated on the eastern verge of the college campus,
Bach bullding is two stories high; the library amd reading vroom being
on the ground floor, and the halls for litersary eéxercises above, The
gift of 4,000 by Commodors Stockton bas enabled the Whiz Society to
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epllest a larger and betber library than ils elder sister, and it numbers
at present 5,000 volwmes,  The eatalogae shows that at every period of
its history the sociely has bonght good books, The esllections in the
departments of poetey and ark are especially good.  There 13 also a val-
tabie collaction of law books, and the best histories of every couutry,
Fourteen reviews and Hterary periodicals ace regularly falien,

Seminary library described

THEGLOGICAL BEMINARY, PRINCETON, M. T.

Prior to 1821 the seminary possessed vo regoalar libeary. Io that
weatr 4o nnion toolg place betwesn the Assosiate Reformed OChoveh and
the Presbererian Charch in the Doibed Stabies, one of the termz of which
spectfied that the theologienl library then belonging to the former, mainiy
consisting of boolis left by Bev, Jobhn M. Mason, I I, * shall be trans-
ferred aud beloug o the seminary at Pricceton  In accordance with
thig more than 2400 volumes, forming that eollection, were received at
Priveeton in 1822, Sobsequently, however, o small party of dissent-
ers from that action of the Associate Heformed Chureh advaneed a
elaim to the ownership of these boolks,  Awmicable litigation followed ;
and at last, in 1858—the chancellor of the State of New Jersey having
allowed the elaim—they were removed to Newborgh, N, Y,  The frieuds
ol the sewinary af onee came to it relief, and by liberal donations laid
the fouodation of the present library, Prominent among these bene-
fuetors wis Jumes Lenox, of New York Ulty, who has not only en-
riched the libravy by a long suecession of gifts iu books, bab, observing
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the need of more seenre protection for them, hoilt the beaatiful Gothie
bailding known as Lenox Hall, completed in 1344, and sinece :;r_-.::npir-n:! ey
the theologieal library.

Dr, Archibald Alexander acted as lbracian 1 his death in 1851 ;
. William Henry Green assnmed the triost when he Decame professor
of Owiental literature in that year: amd Tde. Charles Afken, when he
was elected professor of Christian ethies and apologetics in 1872,

From the report of the trostees in 1861, it appears that the library
then eontained only 9000 volnwes. In 1852 the trostees represented
to the general assembly of the choreh the need of regolar graats for the
inervease of the library 3 ot the yvearty reports still exbhilvited a slow
vate of growth, In 1853, the Rev, W. B, Sprague, of Albany, N. Y.,
gave o the library a remarkable collection of pamphlets, mainly theo-
logical. The 1,200 volumes of this collection probably inclode 20,000
titles, and eonsist of long series of sermous preached at the elestions in
soveral States, on fast, thanksgiviog, ovdination, funeral, ad other

oceasions 3 orations and addresses before literary soeieties and at eol.

lege commmencements; reports of benevolent assoeiations in this country

and in Eogland ; discossious of aocial questions; argomenta elieited by
theological controversies in both counteies ; awd literatare of the eivil
Wir,

fu 1855 Mr. Samuel Agnew presented 730 volmmes, mainly theologi-
Al

[ 1861 K. L. amd A, Stuart, of New York City, purchased and pre-
gented fo the library the rave collection, consisting of 3400 volnmes,
lefe by Professor Joseph Addison :J'I._]{"\'dlll..h"r; and in 1#62, saveS10,000
in United States boods, yielding #6000 a year. They have also made
vitlnalde gifts of boolis in every subsequnent year; in 18G5, the family
aof the late Hev, John M. Krebs gave hia library, consisting of 1,147
volumes ; in 1871, 524 volumes of mizcellaneons boolks eane to the li.
brary from the colleation of the late Btephen Collins, M. I, of Baltimore.

Many other bepefactors have at varions times enriched the library
with their gifta,

The nomber of volames reported in the libreary in 1875 was 26,779,
Among them are the four grest polyglots of the Holy Seriptures, the
Complutensian, § volomes, folio, printed at Aleala in 15090217 ; the Anf-
werp, 5 volumes, folio, 1569-"72; the Paris, 10 volomes, folio, 1625745
and the Loodon, 6 volomes, folio, 16577 the Annales Eeclesiasticl of
Barouins and others, 42 volomes, folio; the works of Lother, Calvio.,
and Melanctbhon in many editions; the Benedietive and other aditions of
many of the ltathers, and the ancient impressions or modern reprints of
woarthies, confessors, and martyrs; the Codex Vabtleaons Novi Testa.
menti, folio, Rowe, 1357701 the Codex Vaticanns Veteris Testamenti,
publigivad at Home by Vercellone an:d Cozea, in 4 volo mes, guardo, 1872
the Codex Alexandrinns Yeteris Testamenti, by Wolde and Baber, 4 vol-
uwmes, folie, London, 1786 and 1316-725 1 the Codex Bezme Cantabrigien-
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sig, by Kipling, 2 volunes, folio, London, 1795 ; and the Codex Sinaiti-
cug, by Tiscbhendorcf, 4 volomes, quarto, St Petersborgh, 1863, To addi-
tion to these is fhe saplondid suceession of fwelve fae similes of palimp-
seats and other ancient manuseripts of the Sarviptures, published also by
Tischendort, in quarto, betweesn 1845 and 1870, These ave the gifts of
fhe Messra, Btoark, and o these they have lagely added the splendid

fac simile of the Utreeht Psalter,



