Vinton, Frederic (1817-1890)

Memorandum and annual report book, 1873 to 1889

Original in the Librarian's Records, 1812-1881
(AC# 123) in the Archives of Princeton University ,
at Mudd Library.

In 1873, President James McCosh appointed Vinton first full time

librarian of Princeton. Vinton arrives just as construction is

finishing on Princeton's first separate, purpose-built library. The library's 'old
quarters' were a large room on the south end of Nassau Hall.
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Vinton

ing engineer. Here, in addition to engineering
employment, he found congenial work as Colo-
rado correspondent of the Engineering and Min-
ing Journal of New York, to which, during the
next two years, he contributed well written and
beautifully illustrated articles. On a professional
trip to Leadville, Col., then coming to the height
of its glory, he became infected with erysipelas
and died within a few days, at the age of forty-
four. His impressive funeral services were
chiefly a recognition of the distinction of his mili-
tary career, but were attended by the most prom-
inent mining men of the state.

[N.Y. Hergld, Oct. 7, 1879 ; G.W. Cullum, Biog. Reg.
Officers and Grads. U. S. Mil. Acad. (3rd ed., 1891?.
vol. I1; Engineering and Mining Jour., Oct. 11, 25,
1879 ; Eleventh Ann. Reunion Asso. Grads U. S. Mil,
Acad. (1880); J. A. Vinton, The Vinton Memorial
(1858) ; Army and Navy Jowr., Oct. 11, 1879.]

. T.T.R.

VINTON, FREDERIC (Oct. 9, 1817-Jan. 1,
1890), librarian, was born in Boston, Mass., the
son of Josiah and Betsey S. (Giles) Vinton and
a descendant of John Vinton, of Huguenot stock,
who was a resident of Lynn, Mass., as early as
1648. Prepared for college at the academies of
Weymouth and Braintree, Frederic was gradu-
ated at Amherst in the class of 1837. Intending
to enter the ministry, he studied at the Andover
Theological Seminary and at Yale, 1840-42. Al-
though he was never ordained, he was in charge
of a church in St. Louis from 1843 to 1845. His
health failing, he returned to the East and taught
at Nantucket and at Eastport, Me., from 1845 to
1851. In the latter year he was engaged by his
brother, Alfred Vinton, a prominent citizen of
St. Louis, to catalogue his large private library,
and Frederic’s studies in connection with this
catalogue determined his future career. This
manuscript catalogue, now in the Library of
Princeton University, contains, in an extensive
preface, a discussion of the principles of classifi-
cation which antedates any other printed in
America.

, After another year of teaching in South Bos-
ton, Vinton was appointed, in 1856, assistant li-
brarian of the Boston Public Library, under its
first librarian, Edward Capen, whom he aided in
the preparation of the printed catalogues issued
in 1858, 1861, and 1865. He was largely respon-
sible for the classification of the Bates Hall col-
lection. In 1865 he became first assistant li-
brarian of the Library of Congress, under Ains-
worth Rand Spofford [g.v.], where he was en-
gaged in the preparation of the Catalogue of the
Library of Congress: Index of Subjects pub-

...lished in 1860, and the annual volumes of the

ulphabetical catalogue from 1867 to 1872. In

Vianton

1873 he became the first full-time librarian of the
College of New Jersey (now Princeton Univer-
sity). The Chancellor Green Library Building
had just been completed, and his first task was
the classification and the arrangement of the
collection of about 18,000 volumes. Under his in-
telligent and forceful management, the library
grew rapidly and at the time of his death in 1890
numbered 70,000 volumes. The years from 1877
to 1884 he spent in the preparation of the Sub-
ject-Catalogue of the Library of the College of
New Jersey at Princeton (1884), one of the
most scholarly and useful publications of the sort
up to that time. Despite his infirm health, he was
a man of great energy and devotion to his pro-
fession and he was one of the small group who
founded the American Library Association in
1876. To the Princeton Review and other jour-
nals he contributed articles dealing with books,
libraries, and missions.

Vinton married, Sept. 13, 1843, Phoebe Clisby,
daughter of Seth and Elizabeth Clisby of Nan-
tucket; she died Feb. 23, 1855, and on June 1,
1857, he married Mary B. Curry, daughter of
Cadwallader Curry of Eastport, Me., who sur-
vived him, The four children of his first mar-
riage died in infancy; two children were born to
his second wife, who survived him.

[S. R. Winans in Princeion Coll. Bull.,, Apr. 1890,
with a list of Vinton’s writings ; J. A. Vinton, The Vin-
ton Memorial (1858); manuscript records of Amherst
Coll. Alumni Council, of the Boston Pub. Lib., and of
the Lib. of Cong.; Vinton's annual reports (MSS.) in
Princeton Univ. Lib.; Amherst Coll. Biog. Record
(1927) ; Obit. Record Grads. Amherst Coll., 1883 ; Li-
brary Jour., June 18g0; N. Y. Times, Jan, 2, 1890.]
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VINTON, FREDERIC PORTER (Jan. 29,
1846-May 20, 1911), portrait painter, was the
son of William Henry and Sarah Ward (Good-
hue) Vinton. He was born at Bangor, Me., but
was taken by his parents to Chicago when he was
ten, and his education was begun in the public
schools of that city. After five years the family
returned to New England, and the boy obtained
a place as clerk for the Boston firm of Gardner
Brewer & Company, and was later employed by
C. F. Hovey & Company until about 1864. By
this time he had fully determined to be a painter,
his choice being confirmed by the sympathy and
advice of William Morris Hunt [g.z.]. He en-
tered the drawing class of the Lowell Institute,
took anatomy lessons from Dr. William Rimmer
[g.2.], and drew from casts in the Athenzum
gallery. In order to raise funds for European
study he then worked for ten years in two Boston
banks, in the meanwhile contributing art criti-
cisms to the Boston Advertiser. In 1875, having
laid up $1000, he went to Paris and entered the
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