The Princeton Library
BY WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT

The Commencement season at Princeton, always gay and mem-
orable, was particularly memorable ninety years ago. In addition
to the usual events—the Baccalaureate Sermon by Presidmﬂ Mc
Cosh on Sunday, the annual Gymnastic Exhibition and the Class
Day exercises on Monday, and the degree-conferring exercises on
Wednesday—on Tuesday, 24 June 1873, two new buildings in the
Gothic style were inaugurated with addresses by distinguished
Am’emcans. ]ol_m Cleve Green (1800-1875), a descendant of Pn:nre-
ton’s first president, Jonathan Dickinson, had made a fortune m
the China trade and in American railroads. The largest bem»fa;tor
of the College up to that time, he had purchased and [m:.‘wﬁ’led
the northeast corner of the present campus and financed the*/c‘on-
struction of the original Dickinson Hall (1870-1920) and lhe'djc‘)hn
Q. Green Schqol_ of Science and the Chancellor Green I,,z'bm;*v de-
szggned by William Appleton Potter, which were mmpl(zte}(’l in
;r 73. The School of Science, a massive stone building with a clock
ower, stood on the site of Firesione Library. (It was destroyed by
;i;e ;6 November 1928.) The new library, the first separate build-
o Tge ! ;zn%e:ogl hade_)ossessed for that purpose, was named for Mr.
Greens L Co},mer, L enry Woodhull Green of the Class of r8z20,
fessor of PrincZEZnOTsez];sz?; g; TtszgS] 03%12 H'.m?‘, e o
fesso ) 8¢ mithsonian Institution 1
[)Teszdent of the National Academy of Sciences K ' m(
inaugurating the School of Science. The venew:bigaveht' e ot
William Cullen Bryant (Williams 1813) poet, | iy llf?-l7¢07‘€l€'¢l
New York Evening Post, and the acknoz:)led c;d(‘mgte :;’ ﬁ‘dltOT e
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Zlork, addressed the gathering in the Changcell]zr Grearfn[ji::z’m{

e qexth c_iay he was made L‘L.D. of the College of New Jersey T:I?c;
e i ot o b P Viings 55, i 1y 1
son-in-law, win (Princeton r ‘ 1
ing referred to by Bryant ceased to bfjjs)éilgyifgi T}?Cf bmld:
it now houses the Chancellor Green Student C‘enterry o IW{L
r05 et b , opened in
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N rISING to address a public assembly in this pleasant town of

Princeton, allow me to say that there is something in the solid
and venerable aspect of the place, in its historical associations as
the scene of one of the most important battles of our Revolution,
and for a time the seat of the Continental Congress, and in the
recollection that a president of its noble institution of learning was
one of the leaders in that Revolution, and that from these learned
shades have gone forth more statesmen than from any other col-
lege, to shape the polity of our Republic and direct its workings—
not to speak of the illustrious men whom it has trained up for
other walks of life—in all these there is something which inspires
a kind of awe, and I naturally dread to encounter the grave judg-
ment of those whom I see before me. But, inasmuch as I do not
mean, fortunately for myself and those who hear me, to hold the
audience long, the dread will soon be over.

Before 1 congratulate the public and all the friends of good
learning—and this includes, of course, the friends of the College
of New Jersey—on the opening of this beautiful building as the
College Library, let me congratulate the gentleman to whose liber-
ality we are indebted for it, and for the provision made for the
gradual enlargement of the collection of books which it is to con-
tain. He is one, I am happy to say, who prizes the uses of wealth
beyond its possession; and, instead of clinging to it while life lasts,
and only then directing how it shall be disposed of when he can
possess it no longer, he forces it to go from his hands upon an
errand of beneficence, He has his reward in seeing how worthily
thus far it has performed the office on which he sent it forth.

I read the other day, in a book published in 1839, that the li-
brary of New Jersey College then consisted of eight thousand vol-
umes. At present, with the aid of the benefactions of Mr, Green,
to whom I have just referred, I am informed that the number will
exceed a hundred thousand—a number equal to that of several of
the public libraries of Europe which have long been famous—
while provision is made for its future increase from year to year.
If in the next half century its increase should be in the same pro-

sortion, it will take its place among libraries of the first class in
the Old World—the accumulations of many centuries. It is well
that the library should keep pace in its growth with the institution
to which it belongs. Under the present wise and fortunate admin-
istration of the college, the course of study prescribed to the stu-
dents has been greatly enlarged; new branches of learning and sci-
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ence ]r'xave been added; new professorships have been created, fel
lowships endowed, and prizes proposed to reward the diligem"e E
the students. A library amply stored has become more i’lTili"()l:t'lot
than ever, for with a wider sphere of study there must bé i~"ln
and deeper research. R
To form an adequate idea of the value of books, it is only nece
sary to suppose a state of things which should cause their sxzt‘lcies.
destruction. I do not recollect that any author into whose ﬁ*wi*l@s?
have lool‘ce.d has ever taken the trouble to imagine anél‘d@écrit
the condition to which the immediate annihilation of b‘cwl;*:;‘l )c(;
manuscripts would reduce the human race. It may Kb-e saiclw ;lrft
such an event is altogether impossible. Nay, not sominll;l'o'ia'lbll(::
I grant—improbable, if you please, to the utmost limit ofj im.
probability—but still possible. Let us suppose the white ant—tl .
insect pest which in South America devours and destrbys boozzc
and manuscripts with such fearful voracity that, as I”Iumlmldt
;a:re;rs; ;IEZn}cllivfl not left in an extensive district a single manu-
21 Civilized coumrie, Ler us suppose 1t 1y oo e
atries, ppose it to mu tiply as strangel
?Ii gtlg Os;;gix;;xgzl ;nktll;civ V:’vﬁérinc}za' 1s1a3d 1c)fl C}rc;l:fd:?, when, c%rxz
. : mvaded the plantations in v
armies, forming dams across thé streams with thc:I' fl vwned ba lies
over which the living ones crossed to kthe 0 os'v.'x : 1(‘8 unm?d bﬂdfﬂs,
everything before them which had ariirmlpp o pank, devouring
lating the fields and gardens, and threaw:n'or Vtget?ble e o
race from Grenada, until, in 1480, the bex:?ﬁgcm drlm lhéihﬁnman
race © L ‘ e b ent interposition of
s i st sh v s o i
sect - Imagine the white ant, produce
me;k:v?:yrxggsz lgfeglgans as mysterious, ?nvading the ll;)aunts (3?
oo v consur’ning 1:1;% mt:inotug libraries and publication of-
and everything on which t}1’1ep " Fge and e mzmuscript,
o iy cang on which 1 pen or the press can leave its trace,
o what confusion 1smay would society at once be thrown!
. of the daily gazette from that mo ' i
§e1f ignorant of what was going on in th orld. Would find him-
in vain to learn what had happened since e or and would long
city he would find himself a hermit Theye“grday' 11 the crowded
would miss his accustomed refreshr;lent' r;a inc fqr entertainment
edge would find no path open to his r, eanchen e s knowl-
of Scripture would look about him in es.carches; the daily reader
The tribunals would be forced to gro e the for the sacred volume,
grope their way without statutes
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or lawbooks; the advocate would have no precedents on which to
found his arguments save those which he might possibly remember
or invent for the occasion. All the records of the past, all the lessons
of history, all the discoveries of science, all the conclusions of phi-
losophy, all that the poets have woven into song, all that bas been
written down of moral and religious truth, would be lost, and be as
if they had never been, save such portions of these priceless treas-
ures as might be retained in that treacherous repository, the hu-
man memory; and how soon, by the process of oral transmission,
might that portion become changed and corrupted and encum-
bered with spurious additions! In the places of worship, halfre-
membered litanies would be stammered, half-forgotten hymns
given out in halting metre and sung to tunes imperfectly recol-
Tected, and mutilated passages of Holy Writ repeated to unedified
congregations.

In such a state of things we should become deeply sensible of
our immense obligations to the past. For it is to the past that we
owe what we are, both in body and mind. The past ages have
moulded the age in which we live to the shape it now wears; but
for the past, man would be helplessly in a savage state. Every ad-
vance in civilization, every shining example of active virtue, every
wise or sacred precept of human conduct, every triumph of art and
skill, everything, in short, that stores the mind with wisdom, or
instructs the hand, or enlightens the conscience, is of the past, and
books are the repositories in which they are laid up for the use
of mankind from generation to generation. Destroy the volumes
in which they are contained, and you blot out the past ages, with
all that they have done for us, and the human race would drift
hopelessly into barbarism,

And now we stand under a roof dedicated to the great minds of
the past—the temple of a thousand venerable memories. The il-
lustrious ones who have passed the gates of death before us may
have left their material part in graves marked by some known
memorial, or their dust may be scattered to the winds, but here
is what the earth still possesses of their higher nature. Here are
their words, still animated by the living soul, and here is the rec-
ord of their glorious example. It matters not where their bones
are laid while we have among us, in the volumes which this struc-
ture will contain from century to century, this remnant of the
immortal spirit. May none enter among them without an emotion
of reverence; may none who come to hold converse in these al-
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coves with the mighty minds of other years fail to recognize with
gratitude the providence which, through the invention of letters
has enabled those whom God endowed with eminent gifts of ix;:
tellect to speak to their fellow-men of all succeeding time, and hs

thus in part repealed the doom of death. ) *

4928 Library Notes %’@&

BOOK OF BOOKS

During the period from May 15 through September go the Li-
brary presented in the main gallery, in honor of the Sesquicen-
tennial of the Princeton Theological Seminary, an exhibition
called “Book of Books, The English Bible and Its Antecedents.”
A related display of “Maps of the Holy Land,” prepared by the
Curator of the Maps Division, showed the work of early map-
makers and pointed out ways in which the concept of “the Holy
Land” found cartographic expression in guides for navigators and
pilgrims and in publications of biblical archaeologists. A display
in the Princetoniana Room, described more fully below, recalled
the beginnings of the Princeton Theological Seminary and its
relationship to the College. A preview of these exhibitions with a
reception for faculty and students of the Seminary was held on the
afternoon of May 15.

"The “Book of Books” exhibition, built around the English ver-
sions of the Bible which have exercised 2 decisive influence on the
language and literature of the English-speaking world, was based
to a large extent on the private collection of William H. Scheide,
with supplementary material from the Princeton Theological Sem-
inary, the American Bible Society, and the Princeton University
Library itself. A leaflet available to visitors, which was distributed
to subscribers with the last issue of the Chronicle, contains a brief
guide to the exhibition and records the more important of the
items shown. Four outstanding pages selected from the exhibition
are reproduced in the present issue of the Chronicle, through the
courtesy of Mr. Scheide. The following notes provide a commen-
tary on these illustrations:

1 —Wycliffe Bible. The Wycliffe Bible, the first complete trans-
Jation into English, from St. Jerome's Latin Vulgate version, was
completed about the year 1382, in Chaucer’s time, It was inspired
and partly done by John Wrycliffe (ca. 1328-1 384), who was aided
by Nicholas of Hereford and other Oxford scholars. Soon after its
completion this text was revised by John Purvey and most of the
surviving manuscripts are in this later form. The manuscript in
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