Good o0ld Dr. Miller, of Princeton... A less

merdenary, or more guileless piety than Dr. Millerégg%ﬁl
I never knew, and he would have been unlversally
reckoned a pattern of Christlan manhood... God love

and bless his honored head for ever!®

~- Henry James, Sr., The Nature of Evil,
: ‘1855,'pp,12b-6.
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Chinard., "A Landnmari in American Intellect-

*1lbert ar ex

ual History: Samuel lMiller'e A Brief Retrosnect of
the Eirhteenth Century." In The Princeton University
Librerv Chronicle, Vol, XIV, no, 2 (vWinter 1953),

VD, 5/’—?1 -

"One hundred and fifty years apro a yvoung
Prestyterian minister of the Presbyterian Church,
Reverend Samuel !Miller, nublished in New
under the title of A Brief Retrosnect of
the Fhteenth Century, a little-known work which
mirht well be concsidered one of the earliest
and nost importart contributions of America 1o
cultural history. The date should not »pass un-
Princeton since 1te author was a

Yerr Jersey from 1807
He wes plco the sec-
inted in the Princeton

3 {1 e k!
an Church,

1o
[

3 to 1849,
r_]j.:' his

the Princeton Univer-

['1‘-:.-:'-”:: =
escend
........... bl S
one ™

and 1o

gtto «

T uus %

= e

1lad )35

of the Eighteentih
tlie hevolusions
N LILErature,

by T. anda J.

Je 2 vols, ‘:_P:’L‘).
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14
DEAR SIR,

In finding your Name prefixed to the fol-
lowing pages, v without permission, I trust you
will feel no emotion more unfavourable than
that of surprize. I know not, indeed, to
whom 1T could dedicate such a work as this
with more propriety than to an elegant Scho-
lar, a comprehensive Observer of a large
portion of the century attempted to be re-
viewed, a Master of so many of its lterary
and scientific 1mprowemcnts, a consplcuous
Actor in some of its most memorable and 1m-

rtant transactions, an able and eloquent
Defender of his country’s rights, a munifi-
cent Patron of American literature, and (if
personal or local feelings may be allowed to
intrude) 2 uniform and affectionate Friend
of my honoured Parents, and onc of the most
lustrious of those who owe their birth to
my native State,



1v DEDICATION.

Among the numerous opinions expressed in
these volumes, you will, no doubt, find somc
which totally differ from your own; and
others which more attentive and enlarged
views would have taught me considerably to
modify or amend.  Of the former you will
not consider this public address as implying
or soliciting your approbation.  Of the Jatter
I am confident you will he disposed to form
a candid and even an indulgent estimate.

But with respect to some of the leading
opinions delivered in the following sheets, I
am happy in the assurance that you pertectly
coincide with me.  To all that is said of the
perfect harmony between the ReLicion o
CHRIsT and genuine Philosophy, and ol the
illustration and support which the former has
received at every successive step of the latter
in the last age; to cvery unfavourable Judg-
mment pronounced on those theorics, talsely
called philosuphy, which pervert reason, con-
tradict Revelation, and blaspheme its divine
AvUTHOR; and to every expression of satistac-
tion at the progress of clegant letters and sub-
stantial science, as tending to promote the dig-
nity and happiness of man—ito opinions and
sentiments like these, Tknow too much of your
character to doubt of receiving your sanction.

Those who, like yoursclf, contemplate every
department of human affairs through the me-
dium of Christian principles, while they sce

much to deplore, see also much to approve and

Y

DEDICATION. v

admire in the history of science for the lastage.
What cflect the knowledge bequeathed by that
age may have on the harmony, virtue and
happi ’ nd in the one on which we
happiness of mankind in the one on whic we
have entered, is known only to infinite Wis-
dom, Let us, however, indulge o favourable
anticipations as long as we can. Inoall events
we are assured, that this, as well as :1]! jhc
other fruits of human genius and activiy,
will be made conducive to the wellare of
the good, in a more cnlightened and a
more happy world,

1 am, decar Sir,
With much respect,
Your obliged and obedicnt servant,

SAMUILL MILLER.

New-York, Nov. 25, 1503.
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(rotostrta),

b, Dedication of the work (pp. ii-v) to
John Dickinsor (1732-1203), the American
gtatesman who played an immortant role in
Pennsylvenia anéd Delaware during and afier
the Revolution, On January 28, 1604, Mil-

;_o}

ler gsent a cony of his took, with an accom-
vanyins letter to Dickiﬂso“. Shown with
“"otostetF of Miller!s nrinted dedication,
was the oriﬁinal of Dickinsor!s renly, ﬁﬂtpﬂ
February 11, 1804, [PUL, Hiller »aners],
Anong other thingse, Dickinson writes:

"One Circumstance recorded in thy
addregs comes, I am sure, from thy Heart,
and roes directly to mine —-- the Friend-
shin hetween thy honored Parents and
vgelf,

"Sheuld anv reagder "fend
the lanruare O”Lﬁ““w. i ieh is 1
suently bestored on the intellectusl and
scienﬁific endorments o0f scme dietinculshed
abettore of heresy or of infid2lity, he is
entreated to rermenmber thet Justice iz Adus
to all nen, A man who is a bad Christian

nay Le a very excellent mathematician,
astronomer, or chenist; and one who denles
and blasrhemes the Saviour mayv write nro-
foundly and instructively on some branches
of sclence hirhly interesting to mankind.

It is wroper to commiserate the mistakes of
such »nersons, to abhor their Llasvhemy, and
to warn men egainst their fatal delusions;
but 1t is surely difficult to see elther the
Justice or utility of witkholdling from them
that praise of genius or of learninc to which
they are fairly entitled, (Preface, vol,

I, v, ¥ii-x%xiii)




"The eircuzstonces atten?ins the establich-

ent of this Collere [the Jollege of New Jersey
nt Princeton]; the zeal Tor the promotion of

litersture, which wes 1ndicated by its erection,
and ~hieli 1t served afterwards preatly to in-
crepse; and the nmany fdistingulished characters
*iieh 1t ha ntributed to fornm, render 1it,
on the moet consnicuous

e
ntry, and one of those
luence ere most worthy
of being traced.” ( Chanter XXVI, "Nations
Lately Fecome Literary," Vol. II, D. 346)

Milier's working notes. [Lent by the Librsry of the
Princeton Theolorical anﬂinary]

Tvwo folders of miscellaneous reference
slips, menmoranda, cliopings drafts, etec.

Thege were anparently agsenbled by Miller

for the nrojected additional volumes of his

Brief Eetrocject One folder containe material
"‘_':"..H"‘r‘—-?"'f" = - .
on theolory, oresumably collected for the sec-

tion on the L
ler nlan-ed
folder is nos

ut dld not complete. The other

istorr of the clhwurch, which Iil-
& miacellansous in n-ture; it

ircludes an outline of chapter headinpgs for a
secetion on wolitlezl, econonie and soclal
history.

Theses gcrante of paDeEr —-- not so 81*”ﬁ“evt,
fundeentally, from a nodern scholarl!s notes —-
nrovide a2 ~ood exannle of Millerls wariing

0

methods, hie use of sources, ete.

Notes on Hebrew Language and Schclarshin during the
18tl: century. Prenared by John Christovher Kunze,
nrofessor of Orlental Languagpes at columoiﬂ College,
Mewr York, 8 pages 1n finely-written serivnt [PUL,
Miller naners]

Samuel Miller used these notes in the
cection on Hebrew Literature cof hie Brief Retro~
epect (Chapt, XIV, section 1) -- and ther
acknowledges the help of his friend J. G. funze,




i

In tie introductlon to his vork Miller
states: WIT will not be sunrosed that the
autior hee ettentively resd 211 the works con-
cerning waich he delivers oninions, Some of
then e never sav, and has ventured to ive
treir character entirely on the authorify of
w.108e virom he considsers better judges than him-
self

Hiller frequently scknowledges the help
of friends vhom he had consulted for information

relatins to soeciali~ea filelds, For exanple,

nis Trother, Dr. Edverd !liller, supvlied mat-
erial for the survey of medical science. Xunze'lsg
notes on Hebrew literature are another exanvle,
Thus, the Brief Retrospect mirht be considered

an early American venture in coonerative scholar-

erip.

Samuel Miller, A Brlef Retrosnect of the Eighteenth

Century....Printed at ¥ew York, London: Revnrinted

for J, Johnson, St. Paul's Churchyard. 1805. By

S. Harilton, Shoe-Lane, Fleet Street. In 3 volumes.
{Lent by the Library of the Princeton Theological
Seminary].

M1llerts owvn cony of the London reoxrint of
boolk, with his sutogransh sirnature on the

Two lettsrs fron J. Johnson, mublisher of the English
edition of A Brief Retiroswmect, to Samuel Miller,
[PUL, Miller pavers ]
In the first of these (London, April 8,
1305), Johnson relates his difficulties in
finding collaborators to revise lilllerl's work
4y

-= remarking, "Had you written a work sddressed
to your own congrecation or varty, it might

have nassed, but you have undertalken a history,
& the recuieites of a historian will be exnected
from the intelligent amonr your readers, they
will look for a fair statement of facts and
orinions to enable them to form a judgment, &

not for oracular Aognatism..."



In tiie second of thege letters (London,
August 4, 1805), whkich sccommanied a co*" of
the -nrlish ecdition of the Brief Retrosnect,
the —=ublisher exrlained that a few VWgeveritiesh
hed been lonved off, and added: "....the time

I none is not very distant when think
wlll be as libersl in Am=rica as in E
and vhen it wlll not be necessary to
err set of ovinionz in order to obtai
cood will of the orthodox."

Letter from Reve

L
i

=]

ing men
noland,
embrace
n the

e from Thomas Jefferson to Samuel {iller, Feb-
ry, 29, 1804, acknowledging a cony of A Brief
rosnect. A,l.s, [PUL, !filler naners)

"Th: Jefferson returns his thanks to the
revid lr, Miller for the co-~ry of his Retrospect
of the 18-Q century which he hes been so kind
as to gend him, and 2hall with pleasure avalil
hineel?f of hile first lelsure to read it. He
salutes nim with regrneset & friendshin.

Feb. 29, 04,

Adaressed: The revg Sanuel ilWQr, He: York,
Postnarked "Washington City Feb 29, " stampned
"Pree" and endorsed "free Th: Je fferson P

T o N

'.J.

I{iller, 2% the time he wrote his
Retrospect, was a warm suopnorter of
althourh he later regretted his early
At the time of the Eleection of 1800 h
written: "I think myself nerfectly c

in saying that I had much rather have
fereon President of hkﬂ Uniteﬂ States
eristeocratic Christian.,

ﬁr

For other documents on Miller an
] :

er
Collere of Wi iaﬂ1 anc Mary, to Samuel
%

aclktnowledging a cony of A Brief Retrospect.

Brief

Jefferson,

enthusiasm,
e had
onsistent
Mr, Jef-

» than an

d Jefferscon,

nd Janes lMadison, vpresident of

1iller,
A’—-. L]



@
1114a b iy [PUL, !iller vavers]
¢, t, Tew American
Publica deserved the most
1iozral . To condense in the
short © umes wratever w~g most
1nteres in that ﬁstopﬁQH*hﬂ as
wvell ac arcli, which the human In-
tellect the last Genuury, re-
rulred real Informetion, as well
as the mo Selection from the great
Mase of 4 oresented themselves
in a2lno eVE par nt of Science., I am
1“9*oi0‘=' 0 g= S Anerican has under-
taken so Alf#L a slt, & theat he has
executed it in a lManner, vhich cannot fail to
do Honour to his Talents, & to communicate
both ugeful & a;reeable I_strucbﬁOH to every
Reader, It is true, the Extent of the Sub-
ject mirnt well claim meny Volumes, & the
united Sfforts of many len, the moat enlightened;
but you hrve, by your efforts aslone, concentered
wuch in a small Space, & nroduced a Work, which
will, I trust, meet with an Anvreciation &
Encouragement not unworthy of 1its Merit. For
nyself, I shall not fall, as far as may be 1in
my Powver, to recommend it to the Attentlon of
our Students, & others,...."
I sh317 take the Liberty to nropose to
our Colle to confer on you, at our next

Session uh? Degree of D.

."1. L.:
Thiladelvlie,

X.—-l‘-. [PUL,

tters from Cherles Rrockden
March 16, 1803,
M1l Panere’]

Ter

P i £

D.“

Brown to Semuel Miller,
and June 20, 1303,

The novelist ar ?“oc“@en Browm (1771-
“10), author of -u;ur ucrv"n, Wielsand, Ornmond,
Zdpar Hertley and otner "Gotnic t 1es, " was -

ohs of IITTTF'“ scauaintances during his resid-
ence in New York,

Tw7o letters from Brown are —reserved among

Miller Panesrs ot Prineeton -- Toth of them
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rational traveller,

the last »art of
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comnleted, Brown
t features of the 1
1troversy concernlng
, and the extension
ia., In this latter
"Twe very immorta
& Javan heve been altogeth
scribed by any
entury. Some very imvorta
ately heen get afoot in Ru
ly unfolAd the nresent stat
e ecountries to the v»ree=nt
factory manner.M
Samuel Miller, Aated lManches ¥t
from John Tox, Secretar:-
Society of lanchester, 1nf
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F.
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the Brief Reifro-
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Lirdley lurrar, the American-torn gramnar-
P T N I F5 A o Fera, Lo . 5
; n residings in On s Yrote to his
friend Sanue? Mller to hin of the

"1l lleation of the London edition of A Brief
2 O o e
Aetros~eect, comentings: W"That this work will
pe amnroved and much read, in Great Britain, I

have not any doubt....®

Among the other letters from Murray to
M11l1er, wvreserved esmonc the ¥iller Paners in
the Princeton Library, is one dated York, July
26, 180L, acel ﬂo”“eﬂr*n“ the receipt of a2 cony
of the American edition of the Brief Retrosvect
vhich Murrayv characterizes as "a judicious and
interestinge work M

from Ckristooh Daniel Ereling, of Hamburg.
Miller naners]

"Your retrosnect of the 18th century has
been reviewed in several of our German literary
waners with vraise.,.." Miller reGeived this
news concerningc the fortune of his Brief Retro-
gnect in CGermany from his Hamburg corrGSﬂo*deﬂt

tonh Daniel Zbelines (1741-1217), in a

onh

letter #ated Aurust 24, 1811,

Zbeling wns & German scholar who devoted
many veare of his 1ife to the nublication of
2 monunental worli on Americe entitled Irdbeschrei-
bunes und Geschichte von Anﬁrika, the first vol-
une of which Was nublished at Hamburg in 1793
eni the seventh in 1816, Although he never set

foot in Americe, IZhelins corresnonded with
DCVOTHPQ in America and ecollzeted a fine library
of Americana (vizich was acouired by Harverd Col-
lepe after his death).

Samuel Miller was one of Ebeling's Ameri-
can correspondents, and twelve of hils letters
(1709-1815) ars nreserved among the Miller
paners at Princeton., The conmesnondence began
in 1798, when yvoung !Yiller, then vlanning a
history of New York, wrote to the German scholar
for information about early Dutch books on New
Yorlk,
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Mitehell, of Wew York; d nry s5i. George Tucker,
Virginia; and SAl EL MILLER, The ?tn volune

ﬂerﬂ, wvas onened to his
bound and uncut, [Lk“u
'”quon Theolozical Seminary]
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Mitglieds der fonigl baicefden Afademie der Wijfenfhaften,

der Gifterifden Gefelidhart con Maffadufettd; der antiquarif[fben
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Gefchichte von Amerifa,
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Hamburg 1816,
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Den verehrungsmwirdigen  Herren

William Bentley,

Prediger 3u Salem im Staate Mafiacdufetez, Mitglicd
Ser bifterifden Gefelibart von Majladufetts und der
antiqunrifden von Nordamerifa

Samuel Miller,

ter Theolegie Doftor, Prediger der bereinten preéboterifden

Kirchen in der Hauptfiai t Neve:Norf, Mitglicd der anovitas

nifden philcferhiifen Gejelidart su Vbiladelohia und der
biitertjdien Grjelidart voen Mapjadujerts;

Samuel Latham  Mitchill,

ter Medite Tofror, Prefefior der Naturgefdiidite, Ehomnie

und ded Aferbauet auf der Umiverfitdt 3u New : Vork,

vermalg Abgeerbncten diefed Staats pnn Songreile

Mitglied der Gefeljbart jur Befdrderung des vandbaued,
ter Kinfe und MManufofturen 3u New» Deort:

Hemy St George Tucker,

ter Wedhte Toftor und Profefior auf der Univerfitdt des
Staaté WVirginia, cinem der Ridbter ded Ulgemeinen
Gcrihts, und gegenwartig virguifdent Abgeordneten aum
Kongrefre,
pantbar gemwibmet

roen

bem WVerfaffer.
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6ie baben mid), Bevehrungdrindige Perven,
feit vielen Jahren in meinem Unternehmen,
eine fo viel mir moglic) war, volftandige und
genaue  Befdhreibung der Wereinten Staaten
von Nordamerifa gu lefern, o ginig unterfiiye,
Shnen verdanfe id) nidt nur die Wekant(haft
mehrer Gouner in Amerifa, fondern aud) fo
viele hanbdidriftliche und feltene gedrufte $Hiilfss
mitte{, deren Dafepn idy obne Fhre suvorfome
mende Gewogenheit um ITeil nidyt eimnal ere
fabren Datte, daf id) e8 nidyt [dnger aufjdjieben
barf, Jhnen meinen innigfts gefubhlten _.anE Dats
fir Sffentlichy abjuftatren,

; Cdon  vorlangft wirde idh biefe Piliche
[ erfillet haben, wenn nidyt die viele Sahre hin-
+ burd) eitenden Kriege, theils alle Gemeins
. fdaft mit Wmerifa untetbrodhen, theils mid)
. an der Fortfebung diefes WerFes gehintert bite
ten. Mogte mir dod) die Wenlifung JFhrer
lebrreidyen fBeitrdge o gelungen feon, taf
‘ Cie bie geneigte Beforderung meined Unter:

nehmens nidyt gereuen ditvfte!
: Wie
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Wie gliflih) wirde i)y midy fhdken, voenn
i Shren Namen nod) die fo vieler vovtreflis
den, aud) Shnen bodadtungsmwidigen Man
ner Hatte beiffigen fdnnen, denen idy gleidfals
reige Hifemittel 3u verdanfen habe: die Nas
men meined Freunded Joel Varlow, des Ge-
nevald TRihlenberg, der freiwillig feiner edlen
Britver Stelle bei mir vertrat, der {o gelebrs
ten alé bienftfertigen Prediger Dv. Belfnap
und Or. Cliot, und der beriihmten Naturfun:
digen und Aergte Dr. David Ramfay und Or.
Cmith: Varton, Allein dicje hat aud)y mir
Per alwaltende FLod rodbhrend jener r’caurigen
Seiten entriffen,

Mit lebhafrem DanFgefihl flige idy bie
Wirte hingu, daf Sie mir ferner Jhre hodft-
fdyazbare Woblaewogenheit exbalten wollen.

Qamburg, ven 1 Mai 1816,

G, . Ebeling.
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SAUEL MILLEP and PRINCZTON

Althouzh Sanuel Miller 414 not attend Princeton
(he was a rraduate of the University of Pennsylvania),
as A Pres:rtcﬂian ﬁiﬂistar he nat urally acouired an
early interest in the Collese. In 1792 Princeton
arvarded him a master's degree and in 1801 he married
Sarah Sergeant, a menber of a family long identified
with the College and a great-granddauchter of its

firaet president, Jonathan Dickinson. In 1807 he was
made a trustee, a mosition which he held until his
death, and soon became the mos: influential member

of the hoard, l1ller was one of the foundere of

the ?ri:ceton Theolocieal %eﬂinary (vhich has no con-
neetion 21 th the Univercity) 2nd in 1813 was anpointed

Pr fﬂ“ﬂn* of Zecclesiastical History and Church CGovern-
ment at the Seninary, the second g“ofe“ﬂ to be
a-nolnted to its Aacu‘*“ He moved to Princeton from
Wewr York in the fall of 1813 and Princeton was his
s ieath in 1850. Shortly after his

eton [I11ler erected a house on nroperty

whiek had 3ﬂ70ﬁ“e” to his fether-
ielinson Serceant (Princeton 1762).
lar;ed in 1911, is nov occunied by the

Samuel '11ler., The 3ermon, d

elivered at the Irausur
ation of the Rev, Archibald Al
)

.
exander, D,D. as Professor
of Dlidactic and Polenical T 1oy in the Theological
Seqinary of the Presbyterian Church.... New York,
»rinted by J. Seymour, No, 49, John-street, 1812,

At the inaurcuration of the Rev, Archibald
Alexander as Professor of DidactiC and Polemic
Theology in the Princeton Theologleal Seminary,
Aurust 12, 1812, Samuel Miller, then vastor of
the Wall Street Church in New York, one of the
founders of the Seminary, delivered a sernon
entitled "The Duty of the Church to Take Heesures
for Providins an Able and Failthful Ministry.
alexander wos a trustes of Princeton College
from 1824 until hie death in 1851,



17. Letter fron Samuel Miller $o Samuel Bayard, Yew Yorlk,
Jure 21, 1313, A,.L.S. [PUL, f1ller maners]
A& letter Trom 1ller to Sanuel Bavard at
~ that he has accented the
eériinary and recuesting
8 l1ouse in Princeton.
ent state of utter un-
< o % tie of my removal, no
definite arrange:nsnts concernine a house can
ve made; vet it may not be improner to be
1ookiﬁg_r3uni, & feelin~ -ulses,™
L
18, V. Lansi~z Collins, Princeton Past and Present,
Revised =4ition., Princeton, Princeton University
rress, 19 f—"-

Onened to nhotesranh of the Naseau Jlub,

- [ S
Vereer Street,

"On the site nevt to the Sheldon louse
Jonathan Dickinson Serpeant (Class of
762), the Princeton lawyer and natriot,
tho seem8 to hrve drafted MNew Jersey!s
™irst Constitution, had bullt a handsone

~gidence which was burned to the ground
by *he Hessilans in December 1776, during

the absence of Serreant in Conpress, The
aronerty came into nossession of his Son-in-
law, the Reverend Dr. Samuel Miller of

the Theolosrical Seminary, who erected about
1813-1814 the wnresent hiouse, enlarped by

the [Fassau] club in 1911, The walls of the
oririnal (west) section are of stone and
rore than a foot thick; the old firenlace,
naneled mantelnieces and other woodwork are
gtill in 31ace, as 1s the Dutch oven under
the rear o»orch. Before Mercer Street was
opesed in 1807 the parden and orchard of
this v»ronerty extended north to Stockton
Street (tovard vwhich it will be noticed the
house faces), south to Dickinson Street,

and weet to Alexander Street,t
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Letter from Samuel iller to Zeorge and John Laurie,
rvine mercharts of llew York, Princeton, December 10,
1817, A.1l.8, [PUL, Miller vaners]

"I wish to obtain a Juarter cask of good
Madelre, for my own use -- such as can be
recon~ended for an invalild, who drinks only
two plasses 2 day, & vwho 1s advised to drink
none but what is genuine & sound." He is
more interested in the soundness of the wine
than in its class,

Ietter from Samuel 'Iiller to Revserend Dr. McDowell,
Priaceton, May 6, 1829. A.l.s. [PUL, Miller napers]

liller asks the Rev, Dr, lcDowell -- nro-

(=1
2v,
bably John McDowell, Sseretary of the Board
m+ .
of Directors of taP +heolorical Seminary
for some La Fayette vpeas for sesd.

Samuel Miller, A Brief Account of the Rise, Progress

end Present State of the Theolopgical Senminary of the
Il

ne
Drecbybterian Church in tne United states at srince-
UOﬂ; incluiinc the Constitution of the said Seminary;

a Cetalorue of those who have Dbeen lMembers, and A

List of the‘preSﬂnt Officers and Studentis, Fhiladel-

nhia, »published by A Finley, N,E, Corner of Chestnut
and Fourth Streets, 1822, [P96. 468,327



P. 79, lists amons the Professors: "Rev,
Semuel Miller, D,D, Professor of Ecclesiastical
Hietory and Church Government,"

22, Samuel il
Fablts; Addr

bﬂﬂinaqu,at

Pos,AlL68,28

ler, Letters on Clerical lanners and
essed to a Student in the “‘he&ologicel

Princeton, N, J, New York, 1827,

and 3rd edition, 1835: P96,6468.77]

Miller was intensely coneerned with the
devortment of the students in both the Seminary
and the Collere and kent an eye ever open to spot
infractions of "~ood behavior," These Letters
congtitute a manual of behavior for the Presby-
ster and cover almost every concel-

from not putting the feet on the
marryins for money to “golang from
the lneess, ! i T

2L, Printed letter, from sarchibald A‘DV"“rer, Samuel
Miller, and Charles Hodge, Princeton, Du@ﬂb r, 21,
1829, [PUL. Yiller naners]
Ah ammeal from the three nrofecssors at
the Theolorical Seninary for as8S8igtance in
rﬂﬁcﬁl‘ funds necessary to erect a chanel,

"The Board of Directors of the Theologlecal
Seminary at Princeton, having, at their last
stated meeting, authorized the Professors to
take such measures as they may deem proner
and necessary for the erection of a2 Chanel,
for the use of the Institution; and the
Students of the Seminary having, with con-
mendable promptness and zeal, offered
their gervices to aid in obtaining the
requlsite funds; we beg leave, in nursuance
of the authority wvested in ue, to call the
atteation of the friends of the Seninary
to this undertaking, and, more particularly,
to solicit the natronage of the former
otud°1ts of the Institutio_, for the attain-

ent of what we cannot but deem a very imnori-

aAt object.,.. "



[An
-3

e
;1

“lqr\

833, the chanel at the Thed-
oy ving naned after Samuel Mil-
vas nmoved s bit back from its
Iall and

the Graduate
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a, Hu>o anh shovw
nal 1
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b. Photorrarh of the 11
srch 1953. [By H

s~

'»1ﬁnarv of tﬁﬁ ;Pee:rtcr

an Chureli,
lexander

Thls engraving by the nmost fanous 19th
century wood ensraver, shos the Seminary
bulldings ag they were in the 1840's, The large
buildins in the center is Alexander Hall (erec—
ted 1815-1817, and still standing); the buillad-
ing to the left of it is the Miller Chapnel in
1ts original location, The companion bullding
to the Chanel, shown in the engraving to the
rirht of Alexander Hall, was never erected,

v

mus ler, letters from a Father to His Sons in
11e Ph:laﬁelﬂqia, Grige and Elliot, 1843,

. Another eﬂﬁiion: Philadelphia, Presby-
tﬁr‘ﬂn ;oari of Publication, 1852, [P96,6468.68].

A manual of behavior for the underg
ogtengihly addrezsed to the author'!s five sons
w0 ett?nded Princeton, covering such subjects
a¢ relicion,rebellions, temnerance, associations,
dress, care of rooms, and vacations. Miller was
onnosed to the readin~ of novels, f the novels
of Dickens, Tor examnle, he states, "They imparsg
nothin~ which can be considesred as an eaquivalent
for that whieh is lost," )

The 1 Fly-leaf the

i
o

T -
Rev, Profes-
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SANUEL MILIER (1769-1850): A Brief Survey of
—— - SPISES, . - e r———
His Life and Times,

Samuel Miller wes torn near Dover, Del,, the
ﬂ1~ .th child and sixtli son of the Rev, John and
Marcaret Millinston % ys
y hle fether an? brotherszs and studied

el * B &

t the University of Penneylvania, +hich he entered
n 1758 as : of the senlor class,., ATter his
rrecusation ke sztudled th=olosy under his father and
undsr the harles egldent of

Dﬂp {nc"-v-

In 179 ~oved to N2w York, where he was
ordained an > agsocisted with Dr. John Rodgers
and Dr, Joi ht in the »nastoreste of the Preshy
terian con of thet city. From 1809, when
tre thres Preshvierien chureliees (WVall Street, Bricel,
and Rutrers * oy ) were sevarsted, until 1813, he
vag nasLor all 3treset -~ now First Presby-
te:4 fal ——

In 18513 he was called to Princeton as the
gecond professor to be a=nolnted in the Theological
Seminary, of vhnich he was cne of the founders, At
nig Aegth in Princeten, January 7, 1850, he wes
one c® the recogni-ed leaders of the Presbyterian
Chureh -- a man who wag, according to his contenm-
porarties, well termed the "Divine! Miller,

B
1=
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In the fa2ll of 1791 Miller was licensed to
nreach Tty the Presbytery of Lewes, Delaware, and

-

c,lls from the churches at
urch -- and at New VDrk.

..... (=3
“o“', he rer A va sdictory aﬂdress,
the manus 706 exhibited, [PUL, Mil-

ler mavners)



-

e
"In takings leave of the eounty I feel all
thet nainful resret which a departure from my
native mlece, ed?ed to many other consider- '
etions, is c“lcu ated to insnire. To Did
adieu to a nlece in which 1y earliegt and strong-
est attechments are fixed, an? to which I am
bound by nunberlese endearing ties, ig indeed
a melancholy tesl, whiech T undsriake with
neculiar reluctance, !
“Tre Boy Minister®
HMiller arrived in New York early in 1793 and
n Ju of that year wae ordained, He became as-

d with Dr,
1llegiate
f the
Street Churchres,

John Rodgers and Dr, John MeXnight
nastorate of the Presbyterien congre-
Wall Street, Brick and Rutgers

In 1309 the thres churches were

senarated snd from that date until 1813 Miller asted
ae sole vastor of the Wall Street -- now First
PT‘ET"“P*Q" -= Church,

Because of his "outh?u1 apnearance, he was
lznown as "the boy min An exceptionally
enerr-etic and qctivs clergyM¢n, he delivsred several
addresceg every week and mnade freauent and

restoral calls,

1ong
nrolonged

2, A Sermon, Preached in New-York, July
Lth, 1703, Reing the Anniversary of the
Indepnendence of America: at the reauest
of the Temmany Socety, or Columbian Order.
By Samuel Miller, A, M,, one of the Minils-

ters of the United Preshyterian Chur_ches,
in the Citxr of Hew=-York New-York - Prin-
ted by Thomes Greenleaf, [Po6,6L68,22]

The sukject of the sermon was: "Chries-
tianity, ths Grend Source, and the Surest
Bacis, of Politieal LiEErty.”

b. A Sexrnon, delivered llay 9, 1.}98J recon-
nended br the Presgident of the United Sbetev,
to be observed es a Day of Penequ hhni“ ion,
Festinys and Prayer, By Sanuel Miller, %. I....
lewv-York, Printed by T. and J, Swords, 1798,



"Literary Work and Authorshio,

Althourh e tooll most seriocusly his pas-
toral dutvies, Ziiller's early inclinations were for
"14 terary work snd authorshin,® As zarly as 1797

e

he *rote Yo the geopravher and historian the Rev.
Jedidiah lorse to inform him of his intention of
collecting materisls for a hietory of the state of
Newr Yorlk, In 1798 he had an act pacsed by the
Legislature of the atate uthorizing him to search
the nublic records without paying the ordinery fees,
In 1801 he addressed a memorlal to the Legislature
SUa*i-: that he had been meking nrogrees on the
nronosed history and recuesting that the Dutch
records in the Sncreuary s office be translated

at the state's exoense,

Eventually pressure of work forced him to
avandon hile ambitlous project but he did not lose
hie Interest in the history of the state., He was
one of the foundera of the New~York Hlstorical
Society (180L) and delivered in 1809 the main address
at the Soclety's Tirst meeting,

a., Letter fron Coverncor DeWitt Clinton
to Samuel Miller, Albany, January 25, 1793,
A.l.s [PUL, Mill=r vmasners] (A.L.S. & enclosure)

Clinton encloses = cony of the act author-
izing Samuel liller to gesarch the nublle re-
cords of New Yorlk State without »nayins the

Vi,
ordinsry fees, "An Act to encourage the writing
of a 'ietcry of thies oState. ﬁauueﬂ Jenuary

12th 178"

I_,.»T(

. Samuel Miller, YA Discourse, designed
to commenorate the Discovery of Vew—Vork
by Henrv Hudson; delivered before the New-
Yorlk Historical Societv, Sentember Lth,

1809: beinr the comnletion of the second
century since that event," In Collections of
the vmv-YorV Eistorical Society, for the
Year Doo Vol. I (New York, 1811), pp. [17]

—-21 006?05,\’1.)

M11ler's sddrese on Hudson wags delivered af
the first me nt ni: of the Yew York Historical

DOC j_t:. 1.-:1'.
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Vaehinton
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c
_~re C qﬂ Commander-
in-chlef of the Anerican nies, New York, mrinted
by T, & J. Swords, 1800, 1P96,6468,471]

v to Samuel liller,

Letter Trom John Jaj
1300. A.l.s, [PUL,

ain Tl i o]
l']_‘,h AFs qQ,JI’ll“IW‘U‘ =ne

$1ller navners]

¥

John Jay, then Governor of New York,
thenks Milller for a copy of the sermon and com-
ments on what he considers certain incorrect
ideas contaired in it, Such, for instance is
“lller's phrase "our glorious Zmancivation from
Britain....."

Medical Works....Collected,

ﬂ“q““ﬂCP’ 3¥eteh of the
New York, Collins

7 41ller (1760-1812), an older hrother
Tilipr, recelved hla ¥. D, from the
o7 Fennsylvania in 1780, Afrter

medlcline in his native Delawvare for
resrg, he jolned his Lrother Samuel

a2 Collere G: ¥h

iz nedica nne

= A Qa~me? 3 7%sp and Thomnes
- -ty « N —— b ———— tAdle. ad A P2

In 18 younger days Iil7er was a warn suandorter

of Je?tgrfﬂﬂ, but later ia g 1liTe hs pre-reifed

18 esxrly enithusiash an ] o nale gertaln

= . .
[ =W } ~
na e of heart.

te to then Fresi-
ted States, supresting that the
nt a of fasting and orayer.



: renly, dated ‘lesiiiniton,
e £ 3 e 0 remaroat T evios L “‘1 o e
- B & ” — - -kl ~ - El = S e ] .
the Aoctrine of senaration of Churchi and State,
in ~hiech he ctated that, "eivil povers alone
heve Teen ~iven to the President of the Unitea
States, and no authority to direct the relicrious
exarcises of his constituents,®
TY mi~inal Jlette from Jefferson to YMil-
fhe orisinal letter from Jeffersor L}
1er, wreserved among the !Miller oaners in the Pr
78 sho'm here. L
Also wreserved among the }11ller wnaners 1is
apla 3 en in 1833, entit-
letter of Jany
er can read
af@ugae
iched his 1833
Trleraon lettery
nte hes also
o BE
in ce
gre e
3 all the agaprraving
F ; % : 3 Yt A 1 g n
views *7zic 1€ :*.t ‘;1;::: t’h'r:- 214 of him....
It is sirnificant that Tillerls vnrobity as
a historlan »revented Lim from destroyings the
p s ] - " M- 4 g
oefferson l=tters in his vossession, Thus the
a - - - A
Library today can shor both sides of the
controversy: Jeffersonls letter, and l{illerls
recantation.
17 -~ -~ <
a. Letter from Thonss fcf,:r501 to
Samuel Miller, ‘ashington, January
23, 1808, a.l.s. [PUL, ¥iller wnaners]
t "Resnecting lir. Jeffersonts letter
I & '_\,L.._\'u,,,__ - - - & —- -
of Jany 23, 1808," Note in Miller's
1and, ca., 1833, [PUL, Yiller papers]
— ﬂ"l [ [P T s . fna e!l "‘jO‘P"'""T’" 2 t
c. ingrave chysiognotrac oortral
r Jefferson, by C, B, Fevret de Saint
Iégin, 180k, 1In "Gagne-pain d'un exil
aux Ttats-Unis d'Amérinue, de 1793 &
1314, % an album of wnroof orinte commnil
e 1o = e ' 2 - b U Mag s mee s R |
by the artist, Dﬁgsr, 1842, [IGrenvill
*’n‘-lt:. -S,Ix"l"|9p‘—-r«, ”:JL‘i
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E

8 the 19%h century the
P2 { 1 1 =17 Yorlk hecamne involved
in a controversy ~vith the ZInisconal Chureh over
entsconacy and hirh ehurchisma, As a staunch
Presbyterian, 1llsr vas neturzlly onnosed %o
the claine of {he Enisconal Churech and wrote
Letters concernine the Jonstitution and Order
OT The Chrictian tinistry (1807) to refute those
clglima,

tter exhibited) agreed
exvressed in the Letisrs
scked them. Anong those
Bowden, of Columbis,
to the Rev, Dr, Mil-
Orimin of Eniccovnacy
ong in I'lll=r's cony
nconverted attituds
g8 1lg clearly evident.

Another Enlecomal clercyman tho attacked
Miller's »nosition was Thonmns Y, How, of the
Princeton Class of 1794,

Samuel Miller, Lettsrs concerning

the Jonstitution and Order of the Christ-
ian Ministry, ac deduced from Scrio-
ture and Primitive Usage,....New York,
Printed by Hovkins and Seymour, 1307,

v

[ P26, 5458,78]

. T - . e PN o 3 R -~ Y - >~
acknovledreg cony of IIillerts lLetters and

— i o = A R
exoresses a)rovel of them,

c. Jchn Bowrden, The Anostolic Ori~in
aof =i SeO0NacTT Arzr‘c.n".:rf bl o r:':‘.'-";-5;5‘-’“*'(:)‘-F
o - L L R e T A ] dLlk & o TLT LSO -
letters addressed to the RAev, Dr., Miller,
Terr York, Prinfted & sold by T, & J.

y -~ rall I
Srords, 1808, 2 vols. [P97.6468.03.
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Lo, A Serious Inoulry into the Nature and Effects of the
Stame: and a Letter resnecting Play Actors. By the
Rev, dJonhn Withersvoon Also A Sermon, on the Burhing

.

eatre at Riehmond, &ec,
y Wniting & ¥

of the

D, D.

New York
Mill
onnosed to
in Richmon
prominent Virginians lost their lives,

1ike President Withersooo
2 The burning of

ar

b
T - -
Lhne Sba,_ .

subject of a sermon by Miller in which

theatrical entertsinments.

Miller to Benjamin Rush,
BenJjamin

1308,

Letter from Samuel
July 16, 1208,
Samuel Miller,
Miller naners]]

L1,

Pnhiladelvhla, July 22,

2lected to the
he himsgelf
Dr Charles
office.,
efter i
nres
neeton 17

m

'!‘:-)v (_t.\\-d e

e
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Lo
Sirner
one of

Dr,. Benjian
of the Declars
he Zfounders

letter

A
id

vatson, 1812, [P9

den

Indenende

By Samuel Miller,

6.9070.53]

n, was
the theatre

d in Decenmber, 1811, when over 70

the
attacked

was
he

New, York,
Rush to
A51,8, [PUL;

vresidency
had studied

- -,
Nisbet,

mxhibited

-
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ine his
cv, addres-
i
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The

L2, I=tter fromn Robert Williams to Samuel Miller, Rale
lorth Carolina, November 25, 13811, A.l.s. [PUL,
ler Daners |
Williams, as Secretary, notifies !{iller that
the Univereity of North Carolina hass pranted him
the honorary derree of Doctor of Divinity.
folloving year liller was offered the nresidency
of the university, an offer whlch he refused,
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r 1 znuel Z1lller Yo Jonas Platt et al, trus-
¢ of ¥namllton College, Newr York, Anrust 17, 1812
—— AN U0 5 O 1 Fels =1 — L SLy O ]
Tlaplg Anaet DITT i} s - -t
ris Aras '.,). [_".L__., Miller _:‘h‘:"_f-‘:‘.f.’ST
Foiga ol P | A o e e g = 2T
Inforns the trustees of the newlv-
- -~ - i -~ -
milton Jollepe thet he resrets th
a
esi

of zecenting

he
tothich he hnd heen =

Letter from Thomse C, Searle to Samuel Tiller, "Dart-

mouth University" [Kanover, 7, H,
and draft of "iller's renly, Prin

. Ausust 29, 1816;
eton, Sentenber 7,

e

1816, [PUL, Mi1ller DATErS ]

Fal

o

Samuel Miller, Life of Jonathan Zdwards, Prasident
tric Jolleoe of Yerr Jersey, In Jared Snarks

It was wroposed in 1816 to transform Dari-
mouth Ceollece into a university. The Rev, Thomas
C. Searle, an alumnus of the Princeton Theological
Seninary and a meaber of the Dartmouth faculty,
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vas reauested to sound out the nogsibility of
Millerts acecexting the nresidency of the Uni-
versity. Erhibited -rere Searlels letier to Mil-
ler and the latter's draft of hils renly, in
mleh he stetes thet he feels that his true

uty lies in his »rofessorshir at the Seminary.
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Yor:, Hormer and “rothers, 1002, [P97,7008,18]
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At the rerusst of Jarsd Swnarls, Miller -mrote
for "The Library of American Bilogravhy' & life
of Joanathan Eiw:ris, firet npublished in 1837,
a, Letter from Jared Sparis to BSamuel
Miller, Zanmbridre, Yasgs,, farch 18,
1836, A.,l.s. [PUL, llille» waners)
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Tn the early cunmer of 1320 Sanuel iller
T -~ T - 2 o . b L
callsd on Presidant Adanms at o uinewv, Mas When
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returned to Princeton he wrote to Adams, who
wags a Alstant relation, testifyins his "srofound
and T1%ial resnoect for one of the most illuetrious
fathers and benefactors" of the couniry and
informings Adams of the general charactsr of the
Seninary 5 to theological doetrine.

ITn r 1ibited, Ju7" ?,
1820), Ad tha descended f
Calvinist desnite that he has
never ¥no ¥ better X than the upWVi“‘L,q,
he eannot elasgss himself under that denonination.
"My oni-lons, indeed, on relicious subjects
ourht not to be of any consecuence to anybody
ut mygelf " "The rreat result f all n
regearches! - in the various rel n
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Aifferent countries - "has been
and comprehensive charity.,”

the sipnature of the letter 1s in the
Adans, “ho was at the time of its writing

of are,

cted “ritinms from the Pen of Zamuel Miller,

lon~ and active 1ife Bamuel Miller
Tne suthor of
of many eontrinut

- -...‘..D"T P .

5 and s tmote on cuch verisd sub-
£ pg le, noyvel-readling, education
tudent S U, Trese nasonry, sea keale;
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1 amusenents, relirlous fasting, domestie
nesg, temperance, and the theatre.
a, Samuel ¥iller. lemolrs of the Rev,
John Rodsers, D,D., Lote Sastor of the Wall-

Street and Brick Churcheg in the Clty of
New =York, New York, Whiting and Watson,

1813, [P96.A458,15]

b. Samuel Tiller, Letters on Unitar-
lanism; addressed to the Members of the
Tirst Presbyterian Church in the City of
Baltiﬂore “rrqton, Feorge oherman, 1821,

c. Samuel Miller, A Sermon, nreached
at "‘C"f""‘-:, October 224, ,'.823, before the
S“Hoa of New-Jersey, for the benefit of the
African DChDOlL>unﬂ%T ahe care of the Synod.
Trenton, teorre Sherman, 1823, [P96,6463,23]
21 NMiller, Christian VWeanons
t Sniritual., A Sermon, delivered
Presbrvierian (Churcihi, in the
nore, October 13, 1826; at the
£ the Reverend John Brecilin-
=tcn rPress, Printed by D. 4,

Mller, YThe Imnortance of
equate Course of Prenparatory
Yinistry," In John Breclzin-
ridpe, 2dey zgg_énﬁual of the Board of Edu-
cation of the Geperal Assembly of the Preshgterirz
Tureh in tne Unit?ﬁ States, Philadelnnia, T
Fuseell and lartien, 1632, Vol, I, [557- 0Z
FTPO6 5108 ,33]
Facing ». [551 18 a nortrait of Samuel
i1ler, "H, Bridrort ninxt., M.E.D, Brown
ielt, Browm'!s Litho, Phila.,"
f, C., Villers, An Essay on ths Spirit
and Influence of the Ref0°hpb1o",,‘, TranglesteA
From the Frenchn with an introductory essay by
Samuel Miller, Philadelohia, Key & Biddle, 1833,
I.—.Pm!,afﬁl‘({?af?}



g. Samuel M1ller, The Dangers of

Education in Roman GPt%Dlic bbﬂiﬂgiieS.
A Sermon, delivered bv request, before the
o,

Svnod of 31*7P3°7“11QL‘1ﬂ the ”it" of
LWlbiﬂO;G, October 31, 1837; and after-

wards in the Citv of “ew VOTE, November

26, 1837. Baltimore, Matchett & Neileon,

1838. -W“u071qppi by Reﬁunst of the Svnod.,"
"Pirst thousand." [P06.6L468.467

h. Samuel Miller, History of the
Tarly Rise of Prelacy., Phlladelnhia, Presby-
terian Board of Zducation, 1840. [P96,5468.27]
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i Sermel Miller, lemoir of the Rev,
Cherles Nigbet. D.D., ILate President of
Dickinson College, G rlisle., MNewr York

s

-.L’
Rotert Carter, 1uh3 [P06.6468.14]
J. BSamuel #iller. An Address, delivered
n the First Presbyterian Church in &lirzabeth-

Ja NOVﬂ“WP“ :Etl 1845, on the

dedié&tion of a Monument erected to the memory
of the Rev, Janmes Ga1ﬂwell, formerly Pastor

of the seid Church, who fell by the hand of

an assessin, November 24th, 170l. &SLlizZa-

oo
= w1
Tethtown, Zadward Sanderson, 1846, [P25.757.

k. Samuel Miller, Thourhts on Publi
Prayer, Ph 1_“xulﬂ ia, Presbyvterlan Board
of Publiecation, 1849, [P26,6468.17]

Presentation cowy from Miller to A.

Alexander,

Frontisviece is nortralt of Miller,
enrraved by J, Sartain after painting by
*eo, Linen,

1. Samuel 1liller, The Worshinp of the
Preshyterian Church. PhiTadelnhia, Presby-
terian Board of Publieation, n.d, "No, 197
rpns ALLQ ol
L PRo 0400, 24 ]

Extractad from 'Millerts "Presbyterisnism
ne Trulr Prinitive and Anostoilicel Constitution
*? the Church of Christ. !



Portreit of Samuel Miller, Oil painting by Thomas
o - r - - M|
Sully., ILent by the Hon. Breckinridce Long '03]

Sullyts »ortrailt was executed in Yew York
173

ir 1212, when Samusl :i{iller was forty-three, the
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rear P@*n“: he moved %o

ler (Sarah Sergeant). 01l
is. [Lent by the Hon,

Painted in Ner York in 1806, when Mrs,
q

iller was twenty-eicht, a few years after her
marriare,

Jarvie! nortrait of lrs, Miller was engraved
bty John Sartein, of Philadelvnhia; nublished in
S. MIler [Jr.], The Life of Sanusl Miller,
Philadelnhia, 1869, Vol, I, facing v». 145; and
in J. F., Hageman, History of Princeton and Itse
Institutions, Philadelnhie, 1879, Vol, II, facing
D [h"jt'j *

Fartralt of Samuel Miller, 011 »ainting by Joh
T e ant Wu- the PI"'E,“!C—'EZ"]!’; '“hao'?or*‘ipa]_ gmmln I’»
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Release: Upon Receipt
(Mailed April 1, 1953)

FROM: Department of Public Relations
Prineeton University
(Telephone: Princeton 1-2300
Extensions 234, 564)

NOTE: We believe that this release will bg of interest to your resders.,

The 150th anniversary of the publication of Samel Miller's A Brief Retrospect

of the Eightemnth Century, described by scholars as a "neglected landmark in American
intellectual history", is being commemorated by the Princeton University Library with
a public exhibition in its Princetoniana Room, The display opens this weekend and
continues through the month of April.

In observing the sesquicentennial of the appesaranze of this major work, published
in New York City in 1803 by T. & J. Swords, the Princeton Library, according to

Professor Gilbert Chinard, writing in the current issue of the Printeton University

Library Chronicle, is paying long overdue tribute to a "1ittle-known work which might

well be considered one of the earliest and most important contributions of America
to cultural history,"

The Princeten exhibition, although stressing the significance of 4 Brisf
Retrospect, also calls attention to Miller's later writings, to his activity as one of
the founders of the New York Historical Society and to his long services too in behalf
of the Princeton Theologiral Seminery and of Princeton University. Letters from
filler's contemporartes emphasize the interest for historians of the Miller Papers
in the Princeton Library,

One of the notable letters én display is ons written by Thomds Fefferson in’
1808 in reply to & suggestion from Miller that the President of the United States
should appoint a day of fasting and prayer. In this carefully worded reply Jefferson
summarized hls ideas on the separation of church and state,

"Fasting and prayer," he wrote, "are religious exercises; the enjoining of then
an act of discipline. Every religious society has a right to determine for itself the
%imes for these exercises, and the objects proper for them, according to their own
rertdcular tenets; and this right can never be safer than in their own hands, where
tm Conetitution has deposited it,..clvil powers alone have been given to the

Presldent of the United States, and no authority to direct the religious exercises of

his constituents.!

\ﬁ—'m "




At the time he received Jeffergon's letter, Miller was an erdent Jeffersonian
bl

although he later bitierly regrettad his early enthusiasm, 1In a note, dated

i + n 3 3
Princeton, June, 1830, Miller wrote, after reading Jzfferson's posthumous publication;
" . . .

I renounce, and wish uneaig ang unwritten, everything I ever said or wrote in his

(Jefferson's ) favor," WNiller's recantation was attached to the Jefferson letters

N h- K] . .1 . 31 -
in his possession and is shown in the Princetoniana 2oom 4ngeths: with the Jeffurson

missive of 1802,

Also invluded in this exhibition are a portrait of Miller, painted in 1812 by
the celebrated American portrait peinter, Thomes Sully, and a companion portrait of
Mrs., Miller (Serah Sergeant) executed in 1806 by John Wesley Jarvis, These have
been loaned to the Library from the private ccllection of one of Miller's direct
descendants, the Honorable Breckinridge Long of Laurel, Md., Princeton Class of 1903,
this country's Assisizn®t Secretary of State from 1940 wnmtil 2944,

Miller (1769-1850) was a native of Dover, Delaware, & graduate of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania in the Class of 1789, who firs: achieved recognition as a
popular "boy minister" in New York City, where he was for 26 yéars pastor of the
First Presbyterian Church in Wall Street. Miller was a trustee of the College of
New Jersey (later Prinzeton University) from 1807 until his death in 1950.

In 1213 he moved to Princeton to become second professor of the then ﬁewl;—
founded Theological Seminéry and for the rest of his 1life was closely identified
with the life of this community, A% one time Miller hed five sons in the College

and wrote for them and their classmates his Letters from a Father to His Sons in

College (Philadelphia,1843), a popular inspirational book of a century ago. For
many years his heme was in the house now occupied by the Fassau Club of Princeton,
he is buried in the Prinzeton Cemeiery; his name is commemorated in the Miller Chapel
on the campus of the Frinceton Thsoslogical Seminary.

Many of Miller's papers, including his voluminous correspondence with famous
Americans of his time, were given Vo the Prince%on Tniversify Library by his dsscen-
dantis. These meuuscripis, as vwell as collections of lMilleris printed writings in the

Iniversity Library and in the Librafy of the Princeton Theological Seminary, have

teen drawn upon for the current exhibition,

##iller's A Brief Retrospect of the Eighteenth Century had its starting-point

in & sermon that he preached in New York on Jeauary 1, 1801, Instead of printing
this, as requested by his friends, Miller embarked upon the ambitious "brief® retro-
snect which was eventuslly published in two volumes in 1803, Miller's work provides
a remarkable &ndt valusble summary of the intellectual achievements of ths 18th
century, covering the whole range of science, art, literature and education,
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| PRINCETON SHOWS
| JERFERSON LETTER

Communication Sets Forth His:
Views on the Separation of
the Church and the State

8pecial to THX New Yorx Timrs,

PRINCETON, N. J., April 11—A
letter written by Thomas Jeffer-:
son during his second term as
President, in which he summarized
his views on the separation of
church and state, is on display
here as part of a new exhibit in !
Princeton University’'s Firestone .

Library. .
% Written In 1808 in responss to & :
& suggestion from Samuel Miller.%
8¢ theologian, that Jefferson appoint ;
&2'a day of mnational fasting andj
D prayer, the reply notes that “civil
B powers zlone have been given to|
¥ the President of the United States,|:
P and no authority to direct the re-1
% ligious exercises of his constitu-j
% ents.”

“Fasting and prayer are reli-;
B gious exercises;, the enjoining of)
&8 them an act of discipline,” Jeiffer-
%son wrote. “Every religious soci-|
%' ety has a right to determins for
B8 itself the times for these exer-:
B! cises, and the objects proper for[’
them, according to their own par-
fticular tenets; and this right can
finever be safer than in their own
§ hands, where the Constitution has
deposited it."
£ At the time he received Jeffer-
§% son’s letter, Mr. Miller, around
E2  whom the buik of the library's
% Easter exhibit is built, was an
iiardent supporter of the President.

Cultural Landmark

o AMUEL MILLER, & trustee of the
College of New Jersev from 1807
until hiz death in 1850, mav be cnerg-
ing ax a major intellectual figure of
the 19th century. Thiz month the Uni-
versity Librarv is commemorating the

The Reverend Samuel Miller

L30th anniversary of the publivation
of Iis 1 Brief Retrospect of the
Eighteenth Century, characterized by
Professor Gilhert Chinard in the cur-
rent Lilirary Chronicle as a little-
known work which might well he con-

PRINCEToN
ALumnl

Apvil 17,1453

weekLY

sidered one of the earliest and most
important contributions of America to
cultural history.”

In the Princetoniana Room through
the montl of April, the Library is
exhibiting books, manuscripts and a
portrait of Samuel Miller painted in
1812 by Thomas Sully and lent by
Miller's direct descendent, Breckin-
ridge Long '03, former Aszsistant Sec-
retary of State. The display calls at-
tention to Miller’s long service to
Princeton and to the Theological Sem-
inary, where hie taught for many vears
and whose present chapel is named
for him.

The Brief Retrospect. published in
two volumes in 1803, provides a re-
markable and still valuable summary
of the intellectual achievements of the
15th century, covering the whole range
of science, art, literature and educa-
tion, Additional volumes, planned to
cover theology and politics,  were
never completed. Although American
achievements are naturally  stressed.
the great merit of the work is that it
survevs western culture as a whole,
cutting across all national boundaries.
In the section devoted- to “nations
lately hecome hiterary,” for example,
AMiller wrote the first Apierican sur-
veys of Russian and of German cul-
tures,

In 1813, Miller moved from New
York to Irinceton where he lived for
the rest of his life. For many of those
vears lie lived in the house now oc-
cupied Ly the Nauassau Club. He is
buried in the Princeton Cemetery.
Though not himself an alumnus of
Princeton, at one time he had five
=ons studying at the College.

2 He later regretted his enthusiasm

22'and, in June, 1830, declared: “I re-
& nounce, and wish unsaid and un-
¥ written, everything I ever said or
¥\ wrote in his favqr.”
B! This recantation and the Jeffer-
Bison letter of 1808 are featured
# i parts of the library's display com-
& ' memorating the 150th anniversary
2 of Mr, Miller's “A Brief Retrospect
of the Elghteenth Century,” which

was described by Prof. Gilbert
Chinard in the current issue of
The Princeton University Library
Chronicle as a “little-known. work
which might well be considegad
one of the earliest and most im-
portant contributions of America
to cultural history.”

Based on a sermon preached by

Mr, Miller on Jan, 1, 1801, in New|in the t(ilele%s qtﬂscience, art, litera-
York, where for twenty-six years|ture an ucation.

ke was pastor of the First Presby-| For its current display, the uni-
terian Church in Wall Street, the|versity library- drew on papers

work was published in two volumes|given it by Mr. Miller's descend-.

in 1803 by T. & J. Swords of New|ants, as well &s collections of his
York. It provides a summary of{printed writings in the Fireatone
the intellectual achievements of|Library and in the library of the
the eighteenth century, particulariy | Princeton Theological Seminary.
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Samuel Miller, Early Seminary Professor,
Is Subject of Firestone Libraty Exhibit

Material relating to Dr. Samuel
Miller, who was the second ;oofs <sor
appointed by Princetonn Theoiow eul
Seminary, will be on ¢\vhibition i the
Firestone Library of Princeton ! ni-
versity until the middle of May.

The occasion for the exhibition is
the 15Mth anniversary of the publica-
tion of his "A Brief Retrospect of

_Jthe Eighteenth Century,” described

by scholars as a “neglecteds landmark

in American intellectual history.”
In observing the sesquicentennial of

the appearance of this survey of west-

-{ern cultures, published in New York

City in 1803 by T. & J. Swords, the
Firestoue Librarvy, azcording to Pro-
feszor Gilbert Chinard, writing in the

Neurrent issue of the “Princeton Uni-
(| versity Library Chronicle,’

' is paving
longr overdue tribute to a “little-known
work which might well be considered
one of the carliest and most impor-
tant contributions of America to cul-
tural history.”

The exhibition also calls attention to
Miller's later writings, to his activity

York Historial
longr serviees in behalf of the Prince-
ton  Thealogical Seminaty and cof
Princeton  University. Letters
Miller's contemporaries émphasize the
interest for historians of the Miller
Papers in the Princeton Library.

Society and to his

One of the notable letters on dis-
play is one written by Thomas Jefler-

: son in 1808 in reply to a suggestion

from Miller that the President of the
United States should appoint a day

“of fusting and prayer. In this care-

fully worded reply Jeflerson sum-
marized his 1deas on the separation
of church and state.

“Fasting and prayer,” he wrote.
care religious exereizes; the enjoining
uf them an act of diseipline. Every
religious society has a vight to de-
termine for itself the times for these
exercises, aml the objects proper fo,
‘them, according to their own partic-

ular tenets; and this right can never
.|be safer than in their own hands,
Nwhere the Constitution has deposited

it . . . ewil powers alone have been
given tu the President of the United
States, and no authority to direct the
religious  exercises of his canstitu-
ents.”

Dr. Miller (1764-1850) was a native

of Daver, Delaware, a graduate of the

as once of the founders of the New'’

from

University of Pennsylvania in the
Class of 1789, who first achieved
recognition as a popular “boy min-
ister” in New York City, where he
was fi. 26 years pastor of the First
Presbyterian Church in Wall Street.
He was o trustee of the College of
New Jeraey, later Princeton Univer-
sity, from 1807 until his death in
1850,

In 1813 he moved to Princeton to
daecept-his Seminary appointment. For
many vears his home was in the house
now occupied by the Nassau Club.
His name is commemarated in the
Miller Chapel of the Seminary.

Many of Millev's papers, including
his voluminous correspondence with
leading Americans of his time, were
given to the Prinecton University
Libravy by his descendants. These
manuscripts, as well as collections
of Miller’s printed writings in the
University Library and in the -
brary of the Prinecton Theological
Seminary, have been drawn upon for
the curvent exhibition.
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"Princetoq Shows
Jefferson Letter

Special to The Inquirer

PRINCETON, N. J., April 4—A
letter written by Thomas Jefferson,
summarizing his views on the sep-
aration of Church and State, is on
display in a public exhibit in the
Princetoniana Room of the Prince-
ton University Library,

The letter, written to Samuel Mil-
ler in 1808, while Jefferson was serv-
Ing his second term in the White
House, replied to a suggestion from
Miller that he should declare a day
of feasting ang prayer.

DISOWNS AUTHORITY
“Fasting and prayer,” Jefferson

. wrote, “are religious exercises; the

enjoining of them an act of disci-
pline. Every religious society has a
right to determine for itself the time
for these exercises, and the objects
proper for them, according to their
own particular tenets.”

Noting that “this right can never
be safer than in their own hands.
where the Constitution has deposited
it,” Jefferson stated, “Civil powers:
alone haye been given to the Presi-,
dent of the United States, and no’
authority to direct the religious ex-
ercises of his constituents.” ,

The Princeton’ Library exhibit;
commemorates the 150th anniver-:
gary of the publication of “Mil-)
ler’'s A Brief Retrospect of the|
Eighteenth Century, “Which has!
been described by scholars as a;
“neglected landmark in American
{ntellectual history.”

The display opened today and will
continue through the rest of April.

At the time he received Jefferson's
letter, Miller was an ardent Jeffer-
sonian, although he later bitterly re-
gretted his earlier enthusiasm. In-|
cluded in the display is a note, dated
Princeton, June, 1830, in which he,
wrote:

“I renounce, and wish unsaid and|
unwritten, everything I ever said or
wrote in his (Jefferson's) favor.”

GRADUATE OF U. OF P.

Miller, a native of Dover, Del., was
g graduate of the University of
Pennsylvania, class of 1789. He was
pastor of the First Presbyterian
Church on Wall st., New ¥York, for
26 vears and a trustee of the College
of New Jersey tlater Princeton Uni-:
versity) from 1807 until his death in-
1850.

In 1813 he moved to Princeton to
become second professor of the then
newly founded Princeton Theologl-
cal Seminary and for the rest of hig
life was closely connected with the
Princeton community. He is buried
in the Princeton Cemetery and his
name is commemorated in the Miller

Chapsbesmsaminary. ,






