World War I posters in the Princeton University Library

Chronology of collecting history

1915- Annual report of the librarian for this academic year reports: “ Two

1916 European War Collections - one of war posters by John W. Garrett '95, and
one of war relics by Richard Ridgeley Lytle '13 - have attracted much
interest.”

1916 Exhibition recorded in 1916 book prepared for ALA visit. Two pages
relevant to this exhibition are found on following pages

1916- Annual report of the librarian for this academic year reports: “ Noteworthy

1917 gifts include several lots of war posters, books and medals sent by J.W.
Garrett '95, S.R. Taber '83, Clifford N. Carver '13, and J.S. Morgan '88..”

1918 Exhibition listing and text. Julia B. Anthony, who evidently organized the
1918 show, provided three pages of explanatory text. The exhibit was shown
both on Washington’s Birthday and at Commencement.

1917- Annual report of the librarian for this academic year reports: “Special

1918 attention is called to the Benjamin Strong Collections of war posters, war
currency, and bound newspaper clippings, including 1,403 items. The
extensive literature of the Liberty Loans, also given by Mr. Strong, is not yet
organized for report. Mr. Strong is adding to all these collections, with
special attention to books and pamphlets on the economic aspects of the
war.”

1919 War posters collections documented in photostatic book of 139 pages with

facsim. and supplement. These were distributed to a small number of
libraries, such as the Hoover Institute at Stanford Cataloguing records
follow:

Main

Title: War poster collections:

Strong, Garrett, Taber, Fisk, Wright, Turnbull, McClenahan [and] miscellaneous collections.
Corp Author(s):  Princeton University. Library.

Publication: [Princeton] Princeton university library,

Year: 1919

Description: 1p. I, facsim. (1 p. 1., 134 p. of illus.) 24 p. 30 cm.
Language: English

Standard No: LCCN: 42-745

SUBJECT(S)

Descriptor: Posters.

Posters -- Facsimiles.

World War, 1914-1918 -- Pictorial works.

Note(s): Photostat (positive)./ Imprint date covered by label with date (in manuscript) 1920./ "This list
includes about 2000 posters, of which about 100 are duplicates, being found in different collections.
The Strong collection, which forms the basis, contains 1200 posters."/ Includes printed Alphabetical
finding list (24 p. at end).

Supplement




War poster collections: Strong, Garrett, Taber, Fisk, Wright, Turnbull, McClenahan [and] miscellaneous
collections. Supplement 1, posters added Apr. 7 to May 10, 1919.
Published/Created: [Princeton] Princeton University Library, 1919.
Description: 18, 29 p.

Notes: Photostat (positive)

Pt. IIl: Supplement 1: Posters to May 10, 1919.

Subject(s): Posters.

Posters--Facsimiles.

World War, 1914-1918--Pictorial works.

Location: Seeley G. Mudd Library (Mudd)

Call Number: P51.74.471

1946-
1947

Princeton librarian’s annual report: “from Mrs. Van Santvoord Merle-Smith,
135 posters of World War I, and 55 Australian posters of World War II;” Mrs.
Merle-Smith was the wife of Van Santvoord Merle-Smith, Princeton class of
1911.

1963 /
1967

The Library transferred the collection to the Smithsonian. According to

the Smithsonian finding “The Princeton University Library donated this extensive collection of
World War | and World War Il materials to the Smithsonian Institution in 1963 and 1967. The bulk of
the 1963 donation, stored in six large wooden crates, was sent to an off-site storage location. Other
posters donated in 1963, primarily World War 1l British in origin, were stored in the Division of Political
History; they were later transferred to the Division of Armed Forces History. In 1967, Princeton
donated an additional five albums of posters that had been overlooked in 1963; these albums were
also stored in the Division of Armed Forces History.” “There are between 9,400 and 10,000 items in
the collection. Although it consists primarily of posters and broadsides, it also includes transit car
cards, window displays, pamphlets, handbills, advertisements, maps, newspaper supplement sheets,
broadsides, and various other types of ephemera. These items range in date from approximately 1906
to 1950, but the bulk of the collection dates from World War | and World War 11.”

1990

The Archives Center, National Museum of American History, Smithsonian
Institution takes over custody of the posters from the Military History unit.
At the Smithsonian, the WWI posters are part of a 10,690 piece collection
known as “The Princeton University Poster Collection” with SI accession
number “1990. 3118 (NMAH Acc.)”. Finding aids available at SI: “Partial item-
level database online in SIRIS (several thousand records). Complete set of
item-level catalog worksheets available in repository.” At SI, the collection
is “currently stored off site. Special appointment and directions required.”
Contact (as of 2007): Smithsonian Institution, National Museum of American
History : Archives Center. P.O. Box 37012, Suite 1100, MRC 601, Constitution
Ave., between 12th and 14th Sts., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20013-7012. Call
202-633-3270 for appointment. Fax: 202-786-2453.

2005

The remnants of Princeton’s “War Poster Collections’ are now grouped as
GC156, a collection administered by the Graphic Arts Collection, Department
of Rare Books and Special Collections, Firestone Library.

Prepared by Stephen Ferguson, Curator of Rare Books
March 31, 2005; revised 20 December 2005; revised 16 March 2007
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WAR POSTER AEXHIBITIGN.

An extensive collection of war posters, French, English and Ttalian,
presented by the Hon. John W. Garrett, 95, i

A eatalogue of this collection formed by photostat reproduction was
exhibited in this connection. A desecriptive printed catalogue is being pre-
nared, See illustration.
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EUROPEAN WAR POSTERS
Made from Photostat Reproductions




The Trinceton University Poster Exhibit,

In the revolutionary days of John Wwitherspoon as in the war times of
Mgdison and of Voodrow Wilson, it can never be said of Princeton that she has
sought cloistered serenity at the price of patriotic servies, The poster
exhibit prepared for alumi day and still on view is a modern instance of this
immedinte contact of the university with the world outside,

John ¥W. Garrett, '95, has glven one hundred end fifty-five posters which
have slready mede thelr apjpesl in several other places, They are, for the most
part, French, among them good examples of the work of Friant, Germaine Lemaire,
and Poulbot.

Joshua Bell Wright, 99, collected the Russizn ones and the rest are given
by Benjamin Strong, fovernor of the Federsl Reserve bank of Few York City, whose
gon is s member of the university.

¥r. Stronz has also ziven to the library aighty-seven larse volumes of
skillfully mounted clippings from four New Tork dailies - the Sun, Times, Tribune,
and Bvening Fost - givin-:; in marrstive, comment, and jllustration a contemporan=
gous history of the world war of gread and inereasing value,

1, Halooln Robertson, '15, hss deposited a collection of zrim relics .-
rifles, pileces of shell, Geﬁnan and Prench helmots, gas-bags, and other bits
from battle-fields whose very muteness maikes the eonflict more realizable,

Besides the posters, there are pmﬁl&mations snd mobilization orders, amd
reduced photographic facsimiles of placards posted by the Germans on the walls
of cities, towns, and villages in invaded Fpance and Flanders form a series of
unbelievable " inhumen documents”,

"A poster,” says Lec Simonson, "ghould be an advertisement made beautiful

in order to be more convincing.....a sonorous clashing of color that shall sound




above 211 other noises of the street with the insistence of trumpets or drums", 80
that "the community chall see its problems tangibly presented in the streets.”
What are the world problems which these posters prosent? Recrniting sn armys
providing it with munitions and with sustenarce by means of literty vonds and their
fnternational equivalents, as well as by the lsbor of workers in factories and fields
and by conservation in the home; and providing for the victims of war -- nou-combatants
as well as soldiers. These posters of the United Kingdom, France, Belgium, Russia,
and the United States zive examples of each of these appeals,

Most of the French worik shown advertises various_gecours snd paturally bears the
pathetic figures of the orphamed and the widowed, but a Poulbot of a boy orator urging
an appreciative audience of stroet gemins to support & Franeo-Belzian relief entertain-

ment with 200 enfants exegutants. mpous les petits pourles petite", draws a smile even

among the tears of things, as does & larze Gallic cock bearing down upon a man with
*pour la France, vorses YOoLre or,1'or coubat pour 1a vigtoire," Two poilus show in
thelr faces that whimsical tackline of the every-day job which thelr goldiers' diaries
have revealed to us,

The Raemackers are all familiar to us, the one from Life of the woman bound tO
the cross of barbarism and slavery making the stroxi gest national apj peal, even without
Roosaevelt's "Americal stand by Tncle Sam against tyranny.”

In the United States colla&f;ion the most decorative are Kenyon Cox's Liberty
holding & sword, Joan of Arc ealling for woman's aid, Maurice Incres's violet-eyed
zirl with the blue risld of our flag fomming a liberty cap, and Britton's dark—breasfad
American easle forming a background for a shield and a row of marines, while the
orange of his beak is ropeated in his claws, Several of J. Monigomery Flagz's have
the human touch.

In the British collection Lord Roberts in uniform with "He did his duty. Will

you do yours” flanks a pather rare copy of General Haig's appeal to the workers of




Great Britain to forego their usual August helidays - an appeal that met with

generous response., One of Frank Dadd's exprasaas'guick action in a marching squad,

one recruit of wﬁiéh is stopped by a veteran in scarlet for farewell with "I wish
I were as young &8 you."

The Irish gppeal is to the religious and the material side of the naticnal
character. The Russisn artists seem to have mastered the secret of depicting motion
and their peosters require no translation %o enable one to erasp the cry for guick
reenforcements both of men and munitions,

As the soldier urging his steed "Foreard” to the top of its speed makes the
right psycholozical appeal as we enter the exhibit, so the large mural decoration
at the top of the room - a soldler grasping the hand of a mmition maker "both needed"”
erips us as Americans at our present stage of preparation. Interesting by reason of
its associstion with Princeton alumni, the sxhibit is of furthsr use as showing how
art may be a factor in natlonal life snd in revealing to us the spirit of our allles

in the days of their utmost trial.

Julia B, inthony.




A The collection of war posters in the

. Princeton University Library contains 1120

4 Select Exhibition items. The larger collections are those of
i Ben jamin Strong and John W, Garrett, which

number respectively 539 and 155,

of
A complete exhibition was held on
EAR FOSTIRS Washington's birthday in the History Read-
{5 the ing Room,

The present exhibition contains rep-
resentative selections only, arranged geo-
graphically. A list of these follows.

Princeton University Library

From the collections presented by Benjamin

* Strong, John V. Garrett, Sydney R. Taber,
Joshua B, Wright, H, W, Turnbull, and others. June 14, 1918,

COMMENCEMENT
1918

L




rican

Poster. America calla(il. J. C, Layendocker) N.
Y. n.d. 104 x 71(Navy pub.bur.) StrongBFA1997

Poster,fi1l together anlist in the ravg(il, R,

Reaterduhl)/n.p. (1917,/50 x 109./Taber=ri2083

Foster./Boys and girls(il, 7. u. Flagg)/¥. Y. n.
4./76 x 51(War savinss stamps )/Strong BFA1547

Poster. Call to duty...the army(il.) n.p. n.d.
101 x 76(dayor's com.nat.defence) TaberBFAZ247

Postar./CansdionssFra; gals anroles=vous(il.4. 7
Hider)/n.p. n.d./103 x 68, /crrett EFA1373

I-‘Oster.,"Col".:;‘ola ezlls. Enllst now(il. F, 4. -
alstod)/r. Y. 1916./101,3 x 75.2./misc BFil220

Poster./Enlist in the navy(il, ¥, Bancroft)/n.p.
n.d./104 x 69(Xavy recr. sta.)/Strong BFA1551

Poster, Enlist in the navy(il. L, Rasmackers) ¥
«J. n.d. 71 x 86(Havy pub, bur.) StrongBFA1998
Poster./Pirst in the fight,...U. S, marine(il. J,
_ M. Plagg)/n.p. n.4./107 x 71.5./tac BFA1263

Poster,/Follow the flag({il. J. Daugherty)/T, Y.
1n.d.105 x 70(Navy recr. sta.)/Strong BPA1550

Poster. Gee I wish I were o man(11, cn::ieyi .
g;s;l!l?; 104 x 68,.5(Favy reor.sta.) StromgBFAl

Tosge »/Belp ynar country stop thia(il, F. Bra-
/ pg-’;n . Y. n.d./157,5 x 200, /Taber3FA2080
Poster./I mnt you for the mevy(il, K. ©, 0
Bt7)/Bost. g1917,/105 x 63, Muvariricoer” T

 Posters Let hin mow you're with his(1l, 3, Or-
ant) i:'. n.d, 212 x 108,5, StrongBR1544

Tostar./To
n.d./91 x 142(3rd Lib. loan, 54)/

Postar. The mavy is calling(il, L. N. Britton}
n.Y. n.d. 103,56 x 71{Favy recr. sta.) StrongBPF
Al526

ik e i 0. FoR Farb Tl 1, Riammbais)

33T 1ad /76 2 S1(Brd. 2ANG dpun.da)

Poster, Permanent blind relief war fund(il. 4. S~
terner) (N.Y.; n.d. 56 x 69. TaberBFAZ2109

Poster, Remember the flag(il.) W.Y. n.d. 76 x
50(3rd Lib. loan. 64)

Tostar./%ave your child(il. E. Pa ,.51."'..“". nade

/102 x 76(%Wer savings stamps)/Strong NFL1540
Poster. Somewhera in France{il. Leyendacker) n.
p. 1217, 64 x 48,5(Citizens prep.assn.) TaberBF
A2246

Spemellgr

Paaters ri
¥, (1917 ,/101

a{81.)/8.

s i | § PONS PO R
-8 X T6.8./Taker

Postor./The sword 1s drama(il, ¥. Cox)/¥. Y. n.
d./107 x 71.5(YMavy recr. sta.)/Strong BRA1SS

-E‘outar.f'i'ha time has come...Wilson{11,)/%. ¥. ¢l
917,/76,5 x 51((2 Lit. loan,8)/Strong BFA1439

the world{1l. M. Pems)/mafralo,

Poster./U.S.A. bonds{ll. Leyen

decwar)/T.Y, n.d.
/76 x 50(3rd Lib. Yo, Boy a0

zta )

Toster./U, s. navy(4l. He Reutordahl)/Brooklym,
_ n.d./104 x 71(Navy recr. sta.)/Strong BEA1549

?;st-;r;/u.s.mvy. Ovor there(il. A, Sterner)/H.

Y. (1917,;/149 x 108, /ToberBRA2079

British

Poster. Belglan maternity(il, G. Spencer-Pryse
) n.p. n.d, 101 x 152.5. StrongPFRrl54b

. 100)/Gureatt
Poster. Come along...The moment(il. W. H. Ca-
£fym) Lond, 1914, 74 x 50(Parl, recr. comm 22
) StrongBFBrlsso

Lond, 1915,
att BFT13T1

Poster./Coce apd do your "1

02 x 127(Porl. recr. com

Toster./Some 1ad s1lip across and help( 11.}/Lond
. 1915./102 x 127(Parl, recr. comm. 131)/Strong
BFRpr1712

miform(1l.),/Lond,

m. 130)/Garrett

wer.} now. W
915%,/108 x 139(F
93l

Poster./Dont stand looking at this(1l.)/Lond. 1
915./102 % 127(Parl. recr. comm. 73)/StrongBFEr
1701

Poster,/Forward..to victory.(i1.)/Lond. 1915./15
1.5 x 96(Parl.recr.comm.132)/StrongBFBr1674

Poster./Gol Its your duty my lad(il.)/tond. 191
5,/102 x 127(Parl. recr. comm, 109)/Strong BFBr
1711

/The only road for a

8t e
ond, n.d./102 x 78./Strong

ostar./

1z1istmen( i1 .)/L-

Poster. Polish victims rolief fund(il. F. Verp-
11levy) Lond,. 1915, 76 x 48.5. GarrettBFBr865

Poster. Remember Scarborough({il. Kemp=Welch) L.
1915, 150 x 98(Parl. recr. comm. 41) StrongB¥Br
1702

Poster,/Soldier, beckoning{ 11.)fx.ond.. 1915./99
x 63(Parl. recr, comm. 129)/Strong BFBr1713

Fostar

«/ 7ake up the

x 101(Porl, rocr. ©

rard(11,)/Lond, 1915./152°
ne 106)/Garrett 3FBre9s

Poster. Think.(il. H. L. Oakley) Lond. n.d. 101
x 127(Parl, recr. coma. 37) StrongBFBr2071

Poster,/The Uhlans' raid(il. G. Spencer-Prysel/
n.p. n.d./57 x 76/Strong BFBrlgsd

Toster./The watchers of the seas(il. L/ Haven™=
M11)/Lond. n.d./102 x 52.5./Garrett BFBr959

Poster./We're hoth needed(i1,]/Lond. n.d./203 x
304(Parl. recr. comm. 854)/3arrett BFBr1350

Poster. Ypres tower...tobacoo fund(il. F. Bran-
gwyn) Lond. n.d. 75,5 x 50.5. GarrettBFBr950



Ganadisn

e ——— : =T
Poster./Hera’s your chance( 11,)/Moronto, n.d./9
& x 6£3.5(Cen, recr, comm.,2 mil.div. 3)/Strong?
1896

" Poster. Your cm.mn-('_lT.) Toronto, n.d. 96 X €3.5

(Cen. recr. comm.,no.2 mil. div. 2) StrongBFC18

23

e ——

Erench

...aldez=nous a soigneT{ 1.

e
‘Poster. Associstion
120 x 79.5. Garrett BFPETS

L. Jonas) Par. n.d.

ouvre du souvenirl T

” Poster. Donnes tous 2 1'%
Garrett BFF869

Simon) Par. n.d. 140-x 99.5.

Toster./Bmprunt.. “aux soasi(il. Je “idler)/Par.
n.a./120 x B0(Union des 80C. de tir)/carrett B

FFB71
Postere/Boprunte.- A'oublie pas
. Poulbot])/Par. 1915./105 x 79./

Garrett BEFSTT

A E A e 7
Toster./Et si 1 gele cette nuit(il.
po Asd./56.5 X 48.5./Strong BFF1605

R —I-'ocfo;._m;—l?tention

) n.p. 1915, 56,5 x 38, 81 rongBfFL608

de gauscrire(il
/ey, voulbot)/ne

A tes cartes(il. Poulbot

e ——
roster./3uerre des nat fons...map(il, G. Dorival
)/Par, n.d./120 x 160./3arrett BFFI94

wue mon paletod est trop B-

Posteor .,ﬂ"‘_[e':.rr-‘;sem-\:.t
./56 x 38.5./Strongs?

rand(il. Poulbot)/n.p. n.d
i F1506

“Poster. Journbe...avec ca, i1 gerS pas enrh
(11.Poulbot) P, 1916, 114 X 79. GarrettBFFIO00L

?cft?r.;"ﬂoumél ‘- b | 'g'.w ra nivernaise f.‘n,-s. .?71'..1‘5-
116s(11. ¥, Neusont)/Par, 1915,/120 x 80./Garr-
sLtREFFI002 / 4
Toster./7ournbe de 1'orphelinat dos \imbes|11.)
/rar. 1915./120 £ 161./Carrett BFFI98

12(11.)/oar. 1915./120 x

Yeumont)/Far. 1

Poster. la journée du pollu...svec vous|{il. 1.
Jonas) Par. n.d, 120 x 80, StrofgBFr1els

-

Poster, Nessage du Prés, Wilson 1u su Cong
Par. 1917, 100 x 63. UisaBFF2095

e Conmddie.. . our Hebz 1

n.d./140 x 110./0arr

ter)/Par.

tvre)/Pur, ndd.

ter./Pour 1a France( Ali ks
1stes)/Garret

120 x Br{Soc. des amls des ar

eur de Toemut-
18 x t‘a./hrr-

ton seaulil, Poulbot)/n.
EFF1807

sspul Clest

6.5 x 38./8trong

Ixish

“nst‘,-r."TTh“ Huns have desecrated(il Y Beradl

76.5 x 50./Strong BFI 3879

2 g..s7rostito n”
o) fo.p madf141.5 x 102/Garre-

interaste

fProgtito muslo pe

Jrap 2100,/

R e e
mlelil. Hazzol/n.

rrett BFILES0

tofB.pe Bedof97 X

5 1/z /e Yo
t BFR1486

“sn./ Wright 9TR1493

TR1483

BFR1491

*/a vae

5 wlroye(il.)/n.p 1916./76 x 100./

ttas ma{1l.)/a.p. 2.d.f101 x 6

SR s ;
to TpLtl11.)/8.B. D.04/72 = 50./

a5 i,f’:"?};__-lﬁ'tn.‘./n.p'.' 1916.
1t BFR1482
= #/o zaeml 11.) /2.0 1916,/

V/mop. 1916./97 x 67/

,-.1".7},71‘.., . :L.J..f‘3€ x 1./

2 - Ut RN SO
svabolullil.)/mps ¢1917,/101 x 6



World War I Posters

L. (7 United States Navy—Help Your Country! S’h@mﬁ BEAR ALY
2. Preserve _ :
3. v This Device on Hat or Helmet Means U.S. Marine MiscBEAZ2 7@{ Tedoewr BF, 2197
4.y Gee,IWishIWere AMan MusCBFA (2|7
& Your Navy Calis for 2000 Firemen
6. ‘/ﬁnlistintheNavyto Arms MISCBFRAIZ2IL
#~ Britons and Canadians—Fight Under Your Own Flag
-2 ' Preserve—Cooperation _
5 For Home and Countf,yi—Victory Liberty Loan ‘
10. v"US. Marine—Be 3 Sea Soldier  ToeyBFa-2272 [ 101x % y Tedoer BFA2EE (102x ’za;‘;
11. [ /US. Marine—Soldiers of the Sea (3 w/different illustrations in center) MiSC BFA!I262 {2 ?«"‘_)
12, -US. Marine—Active Service on Land and Sea  Toiz0¢ BFAIZ3 [} Me o BFAI2BI (102327
. . . - ToberBinz59¢ (102 x’?{
137 Sure! We’ll Finish the Job (Victory Liberty Loan) 75

ToooxBEA25% (102.x 7
14. 7 The Navy Needs You—Don’t Read History—Make It! Sho 5@5 3 _

15. l,/The Sword is Drawn—The Navy Upholds It ﬁl} M{sC BFAIZI® [shprgBFAISSE
A&~ Britons and Canadians—Show Your Loyalty to the Land You're Living In 6

17. / Spitit of 1917—Join the U.S. Marines T} ey BFAI225
_187 20,000 Apprentice Seamen Needed Immediatély
187" British Blood Calls British Blood
20. v~ America Calls—Enlist in the Navy S¢ GRFAAAT
21. v"U.S. Navy—"Here He Is, Sir"—“We Need Him—and You too!” MiscBFA (214 / SN oraBFAISE 2.
22. v Help Deliver the Goods (US Navy) S’]YOYBBFA' 1525
23, o You, Wireless Fans, Help the Navy Get the Hun Submarine (3) ToberPEAZOS2.
24. \/Speed Means Safety...(3} TodoerBFA 2084
25. vHalt! Who Goes There? (USMC) [ ubey BEFAIZ2¢ i 1224

26. v Food will win the war—Official pictures of the US Food Administration are shown at
thistheater Tl BEA2 2.0






