
 
World War I posters in the Princeton University Library 
 
Chronology of collecting history 
 
1915‐
1916 

Annual report of the librarian for this academic year reports: “ Two 
European War Collections ‐ one of war posters by John W. Garrett ʹ95, and 
one of war relics by Richard Ridgeley Lytle ʹ13 ‐ have attracted much 
interest.” 

1916  Exhibition recorded in 1916 book prepared for ALA visit.  Two pages 
relevant to this exhibition are found on following pages  

1916‐
1917 

Annual report of the librarian for this academic year reports: “ Noteworthy 
gifts include several lots of war posters, books and medals sent by J.W. 
Garrett ʹ95, S.R. Taber ʹ83, Clifford N. Carver ʹ13, and J.S. Morgan ʹ88..” 

1918   Exhibition listing and text.  Julia B. Anthony, who evidently organized the 
1918 show, provided three pages of explanatory text.  The exhibit was shown 
both on Washington’s Birthday and at Commencement. 
 

1917‐
1918 

Annual report of the librarian for this academic year reports: “Special 
attention is called to the Benjamin Strong Collections of war posters, war 
currency, and bound newspaper clippings, including 1,403 items. The 
extensive literature of the Liberty Loans, also given by Mr. Strong, is not yet 
organized for report. Mr. Strong is adding to all these collections, with 
special attention to books and pamphlets on the economic aspects of the 
war.” 

1919  War posters collections documented in photostatic book of 139 pages with 
facsim. and supplement.  These were distributed to a small number of 
libraries, such as the Hoover Institute at Stanford   Cataloguing records 
follow: 
Main 
Title:   War poster collections: 
Strong, Garrett, Taber, Fisk, Wright, Turnbull, McClenahan [and] miscellaneous collections. 
Corp Author(s):  Princeton University. Library.  
Publication:  [Princeton] Princeton university library, 
Year:  1919 
Description:  1 p. l., facsim. (1 p. l., 134 p. of illus.) 24 p. 30 cm. 
Language:  English 
Standard No:  LCCN: 42-745 
SUBJECT(S) 
Descriptor:  Posters.  
Posters -- Facsimiles.  
World War, 1914-1918 -- Pictorial works.  
Note(s):  Photostat (positive)./ Imprint date covered by label with date (in manuscript) 1920./ "This list 
includes about 2000 posters, of which about 100 are duplicates, being found in different collections. 
The Strong collection, which forms the basis, contains 1200 posters."/ Includes printed Alphabetical 
finding list (24 p. at end). 
 

Supplement 



War poster collections: Strong, Garrett, Taber, Fisk, Wright, Turnbull, McClenahan [and] miscellaneous 
collections. Supplement 1, posters added Apr. 7 to May 10, 1919. 
Published/Created:  [Princeton] Princeton University Library, 1919. 
Description:  18, 29 p. 
Notes:  Photostat (positive) 
Pt. II: Supplement 1: Posters to May 10, 1919. 
Subject(s):  Posters. 
Posters--Facsimiles. 
World War, 1914-1918--Pictorial works. 
Location:  Seeley G. Mudd Library (Mudd) 
Call Number:  P51.74.471 
 

1946‐
1947 

Princeton librarian’s annual report: “from Mrs. Van Santvoord Merle‐Smith, 
135 posters of World War I, and 55 Australian posters of World War II;” Mrs. 
Merle‐Smith was the wife of Van Santvoord Merle‐Smith, Princeton class of 
1911. 

1963 / 
1967 
 

The Library transferred the collection to the Smithsonian. According to 
the Smithsonian finding “The Princeton University Library donated this extensive collection of 
World War I and World War II materials to the Smithsonian Institution in 1963 and 1967.  The bulk of 
the 1963 donation, stored in six large wooden crates, was sent to an off-site storage location.  Other 
posters donated in 1963, primarily World War II British in origin, were stored in the Division of Political 
History; they were later transferred to the Division of Armed Forces History.  In 1967, Princeton 
donated an additional five albums of posters that had been overlooked in 1963; these albums were 
also stored in the Division of Armed Forces History.”   “There are between 9,400 and 10,000 items in 
the collection.  Although it consists primarily of posters and broadsides, it also includes transit car 
cards, window displays, pamphlets, handbills, advertisements, maps, newspaper supplement sheets, 
broadsides, and various other types of ephemera.  These items range in date from approximately 1906 
to 1950, but the bulk of the collection dates from World War I and World War II.” 

 

1990  The Archives Center, National Museum of American History, Smithsonian 
Institution takes over custody of the posters from the Military History unit. 
At the Smithsonian, the WWI posters are part of a 10,690 piece collection 
known as “The Princeton University Poster Collection” with SI accession 
number “1990. 3118 (NMAH Acc.)”.  Finding aids available at SI: “Partial item‐
level database online in SIRIS (several thousand records). Complete set of 
item‐level catalog worksheets available in repository.”    At SI, the collection 
is “currently stored off site. Special appointment and directions required.” 
Contact (as of 2007): Smithsonian Institution, National Museum of American 
History : Archives Center. P.O. Box 37012, Suite 1100, MRC 601, Constitution 
Ave., between 12th and 14th Sts., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20013‐7012. Call 
202‐633‐3270 for appointment. Fax: 202‐786‐2453. 

 2005  The remnants of Princeton’s ‘War Poster Collections’ are now grouped as 
GC156, a collection administered by the Graphic Arts Collection, Department 
of Rare Books and Special Collections, Firestone Library. 
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The following pages are documents 
either mentioned or relating to this chronology 






















